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REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 





EXTRZCT FROM THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE, 

** ‘Pheveport of the Seeretary of the War Department exhibits | 
a very full and satisfactory account of the various and important 
interests committed to the charge of that officer. It is particus | 
larly gratifying to find that the expenditures for the military ser- | 
vice are greatly reduced in amount, that a strict system of econ- | 
omy has been introduced into the service, and the abuscs of past 
years greatly reformed. The fortifications on our maritime fron- 
tier have been prosecuted with much vigor, and at many points 
our defenees are in a very considerable state of forwardness, 
‘The suggestions in reference to the establishment of means of 
eommunication with our territories on the Pacific, and to the sur- 
vey so essential to the knowledge of the resources of the interme- 
diate country, are entitled to the most favorable consideration, 
While L would propose nothing inconsistent with friendly nego- 
tiations to settle the extent of our elaims in that region, yet a pru- 
dent foreeast points out the necessity of such measures as may 
enable'us to maintain our nights. ‘lhe arrangements made for 
preserving our neutral relations on the boundary between us and 
‘Texas, and keeping in check the Indians in that quarter will be 
maintained so long as circumstances may require, 

** For several years angry contentions have grown out of the dis- 
position directed by law to be made of the mineral lands held by 
the Government in several of the States. ‘The Government is 
constituted the landlord, and the citizens of the States wherein 
lic the lands are if tenants. The relation is an unwise one, and 
it would be much more conducive of the public interest that a 
sale of the lands should be made than that they should remain in 
their present condition. The supply of the ore would be more 
abundantly and certainly furnished when to be drawn from the 
enterprise and the industry of the proprietor than under the pre- 
sent system. 

+‘ The recommenfation of the Seeretary in regard to the im- 
provements of the Western waters and certain prominent har. 
bors onthe lakes merits, and I doubt not will receive, your serious 
attention. ‘lhe great importance of these subjects to the pros 
perity of the extensive region referred to, and the seeurity of the 
whole country in time of war. cannot escape observation. The 
losses of life and property which annually oceur in the naviga- 
tion of the Mississippi alone, because of the dangerous obstruc- 
tions im the river, make a loud demand upon Congress for the 
- adoption of efficient measures for their removal.” 


War Department, November 26, 1842. 


Sin: I have the honor to submit the following re. 
port upon the various subjects committed to-the 
charge of this Department : 

‘Lhe condition of the army, of the fortifications, 
and of the other branches of the military service, 
and the state of our Indian atfairs, and of the pen- 
sions and military bounty lands, are exhibited, as 
presented in the copious and very satisfactory reports 
of the General-in-.chief, and of the heads of bureaus, 
to whose immediate direction the respettive subjects 


are assigned. Such ppertions and recommenda- 
tions as the 


of the service seems to require 
are made, and an account is given of the measures 





takcn in execution of the laws passed at the last ses- 
sion of Congress. 


Inspections and examinations of the men and 
means provided for the national defence by inde- 
pendent an‘ responsible officers afford the only 
means by which an accurate knowledge of theif con. 
dition can be acquired, by which responsibility can 
be enforced, and by which judicious improvement 
can be effected. During the past year they have 
been made vigorously and thoroughly. Posts and 
portions of the army that had not been inspected 
for many years have been examined; the fortifica. 
tions, the armories, arsenals, and depots of military 
stores have been visited; and it is believed that but a 
very small portion of the army, and no important 
military establishment of the Government, has, du. 
ring the year, escaped inspection. The information 
which this Department is thus enabled to obtain, and 
much of which appears in this report, and those of 
the various bureaus, is of the most satisfactory cha. 
racter. 


ESTIMATES, 


In pursuance of the act of the last session alter- 
ing the fiscal year, the estimates of this Department 
have been prepared for the first six months in 1843, 
and for the year commencing the lst of July, 1843, 
separately. ‘Those for the army proper, for the half 
year of 1843, amount to $553,586 88. i 
priations for the same purpose for the service of 
1842, amounted to $4 284.669, of which the half 
would be $2,142,331. This very great reduction is 
owing to various causes: first, the diminished ex- 
penses in Florida, effected mainly by the vigilance of 
Brigadier Gencral Worth befare the cessation of hos- 
tilities, of which an account was transmitted to the 
House of Representatives at its last session; second, 
the termination of those hostilities; third, the sto 
ping of the recruiting service in August last; fourth, 
the doubt whether the state of the Treasury would 
warrant even the expenditures authorized, particu. 
larly those in the eugineer and ordnance 
ments, induced a suspension of many of those which 
could be suspended with the least public injury, and 


- 


considerable balances in consequence remain; and, 


fifth, a dvsire to economise, which is believed to a 


influenced all the branches of service. These, and 
other causes not so important, have saved the expen- 
diture of a large portion of the amount appropriated 
for 1842, and left it to be applied to the service of the 
year 1843, , pone 
The same desire to economise and adapt our ex. 
penses to .any probable state of the ‘Tre y has 
induced the very moderate estimate for the service 
of the army proper, during the fiscal year commenc- 
ing July 1, 1843, of $3,204,568 60, being $1,080,- 
100 40 less than the appropriations for the same ob- 
jects in 1842, and $867,430 40 less than the expend. 
itures in 1840, It is confidently believed that the 


present military establishment of the country, in- 


cluding all the expenses of the Military Academy, of — 


a permanent or contingent character, may be main- 
tained at a cost not exceeding $3,100,000, ‘This es- 
timate does not, of course, inelude the a Fiations 
for ordnance, ordnance stores, smal) arms and equip. 
ments, which are distributed among the States, or 
are accumulated for future use; nor does it include 
the expenditures of the engineers in erecting fortifi- 
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cations or other military defences, orin 


the measures by bands who were ignorant of the ineasures adopted, 


preparatory to such erections, It will be seen that no. or of the terms offered. 


appropriations are asked for the orduance service for | 


During the past year four hundred and fifty Indians 


the first six months of 1843. ‘Those recommended for’ have been shipped to the West, and it is supposed 
the fiscal year commencing Ist July, 1843, are 775.200. two hundred more have sutrend red, and accepted 


The appropriations for the same objects in 1842, were 
$921,300. ‘These have been reduced more in refer. 
ence to the possible state of the ‘Treasury than to the | 
actual wants of the service, 


the propositions to remove to the district assigned 
them. 
A force, consisting of two regiments and four com. 


In the engineer de-| panics, amounting to sixteen hundred and forty-four 


partinent the appropriations asked for the ensuing men, is retained in Florida to afford protection to the 


eighteen months amount to $1,245,500. The amount | 
appropriated in 1842 was $275,000. A portion oi | 
the estimates is indispensable for the preservation of | 
works already commenced, the residue is deemed ne- 
cessary, and it is believed that true economy will be 
consulted by appropriating it; but still it is not in- 
dispensable at this time. The whole amount of the 
estimates for the military service of the country for 
the first half year of 1843, exclusive of fortifications, 
is $620,949 78, and for the fiscal year terminating | 
July 1, 1°44, is $4,146,154 80. ‘The estimates are | 
thus stated to prevent, if possible, the misunder-| 
standing which frequently charges to the military | 
service all the expenditures of this Department. | 
Thus, many of the estimates of the eluef of the topo. | 
graphical engineers relate to works either exclu- 
sively of a eivil or of a mixed military and eivil cha- | 
racter—snch as light-houses, placed under his charge, | 
and improvements of harbors, rivers, surveys, &c., | 
and cannot, with propriety, be included among the | 
military expenses of the country. 

The estimates for pensions are also very much re- 
duced from the amount appropriated during the last 
year, which is believed to be justified by the diminu- 
tion of the number of pensioners. ‘lhe estimate for 
that object, for the first half year of 1843, is $119,340, 
and for the fiscal year ending July b, 1844, $697,650. 
The appropriations for the last year were $730.000. 

In the Indian Department, the expenditures being 
regulated by treaties or by law, there is no room for 
the exercise of discretion in the reduction of their 
amount. As these are chiefly made within the first 
six months of any yeas, the estimate for that por- 
tion of the year 1543 is, in fet, for the service of the 
whole year, and amounts to ®791,484 49, and those 
for the fiscal year commencing July t, 1843, amount 
to $850,978, being, however, nearly $450,000 less 
than the sum appropriated in 1842 for the same 
department. ‘This arises solely from there being 
less required to fulfil treaty stipulations fur the pur- 
chase of land, 





REPORT OF THE MAJOR GENERAL COMMANDING THE ARMY, 


The report of the Major General commanding the 
army shows the operations of the troops during the 





past year, and the present position of the different 
corps. The reasons which demanded a cessation of 
hostilities in Florida having been communicated to 
Congress by your special message, during the last | 
session, and the policy recommended having been | 
sanctioned by that body, by its adoption of the peace- 
ful measure of inviting the ocevpation of the Terri- 
tory by actual settlers, the number of troops serving 
there has been gradually diminished, leaving an ad. 
equate number to protect the inhabitants from the 
miserable remnants of tribes still remaining. We 
have advices that arrangements have been made 
with all but a very few of those Indians for their re- 
moval to the west of the Mississippi, or to the dis- 
trict in the southern part of the peninsula assigned 
them for their habitation. And it is believed that, 
by this time, all the bands north of that district have 
agreed to cease hostilities, and remove there. Two 


or three instances of outrages have occurred since 
the orders were issued for the termination of hostili- 
ties, but they are ascertained to have been committed 








inhat tants, and a sufficient number to garrison the 
post will be kept there with a view fo remove all ap. 
prehension. 

The troops withdrawn from Florida have been sta- 
tioned at points wh-re their presence was essential 
te the defence of our westerp and northern frontiers, 
or have relieved others at sium) rt points, who have 
been coltvcted on the sea-board. Quy artillery regi. 
nents had been drilled and employed as infantry, 
and were quite unacquainted with the duties of their 
peculiar arm. It was deemed of great importance 
to hring together at the fortifications on the Atlantic 
froulier us many companies as possible, that they 
might there practise at the gans, and Jearn the exer- 
cise of garrison and field artillery. 

The myasion of Texas by Mexico, and the threat. 
ening appearances among some of the wild tribes at 
the southwest, rendered it expedient that a strong 
cerps of observation should be placed near our south. 
western boundary line, as well to keep the Indmaas 
in that quarter at peace among themselves as to 
cheek any disposition and prevent any attempts to 
engage in the conthet in which ‘Texas was about 
to beinvelved. ‘The dictates of humanity, as wellas 
our neutral relations with that country, demmanded this 
course. ‘hese troops have remaimed on and about 
the Red river, and under their judicious commander, 
General ‘Taylor, have accomplished the objeets in 
view. ‘The troops are stationed at the different posts 
and forts as specified in an accompanying repert of 
the Adjutant General. 

It requires but a slight examination of the exten- 
sive line of frontier on the southwest, at the west, 
and in the northwest, exposed to any attack of the 
Indians which may be prompted by unfriendly influ. 
ences or by supposed wrongs, to perceive that our 
present force is searcely adequate to afford that pro. 
tection which it is admitted on all hands the Go. 
vernipent owes to its citizens, and especially those 
who, at its invitation, have oceupied its remote pub. 
lie domain, and rendered it valuable to the whole 
country. ‘Ihe very nature of the service required 
renders the employinent of mounted men indispensa- 
ble. ‘Phe rapidity of their movements is the element 
which gives to us the advantage m any collision 
with Indians; while the same circumstance will ren. 


der unnecessary the numerous and frequent posts 


which such an extended tne would reqnire if foot 
soldiers only were employed It may be affirmed 
that true economy, as well as eff-ctive service, wilt 
be promoted by the continuance of, at least, the pre- 
sent mounted regiments, reduced, as the rank and 
file will soon be, to fifty men for each company. 
Coneurring entirely in the views of the commanding 
general, it is earnestly hoped that the law which re- 
quires the dismounting of the second regiment of 
dragoons, on the 4th of March next, will at least be 
so far modified as to leave the time discretionary. 
The regular foree, as now authorized by law, cen- 
sists of seven hundred and seventeen commissioned 
officers, seventeen storekeepers, of whom fifteen are 
attached to the ordnance and twe te the purchasing 
department, two hundred and fifty enlisted men for 
the ordnance service, and seven thousand five hun. 
dred and ninety non-commissioned officers, musi- 
cians, urtificers, and privates, twenty chaplains and 
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scheolmasters, and as many ordnance sergeants as} Bary disproportion between the arms allotted to sev- 
there are military posts. Clerks, forage-masters, and | -ral St :tes and their respective populations. Whetber 
wagon-masters, are also employed-in the qnartermas- this arises from variant constructions of the law in 
ter’s department, from time to time, according to the | those States, by which some retarn the number en- 
exigencies of the servico. The act of August 23, | rolled, and others tle number mustered or inspected, 
1842, reduced the rank and file of the army three | ¢° from some other ciuse, would seem to be worthy 
thousand nine hundred and twenty men. ‘The re- | of an inquiry by Congress, who alone can supply an 
duction is gradually preceeding in the manner con- adequat » remedy, : 
teinplated by the act, and the excess, according to lhe state of the ‘Treasury, as this Department was 
the last returns, is 1,970 men. It is supposed the advis od by the proper authority, rendered it necessary 
prescribed minimum will be reached by the begin. | to withhold the expenditure of as much of the appro. 
ning of the year 1844. priations made at the last session of Congress as 
From the g-noral returns of the army, accoinp.. could be suspended without great and manifest injury 
nying this report, it appears that the whele number | to the publte service. In reference to the condition 
of troops now in service is nine thousind cight hun- of our forcign r ‘lations, and the quantities of arms, 
drod aud forty-seven, consisting of seven handred | Cannon, and gun_carriages in our possession, it seemed 
aud eighty-one conmissioned officrs, nine thous tnd | that such suspension could take place in the opera. 
six hundred non-commissioned officers, musiciins, ar. | 4ons of the armories and arsenals with less inmedi- 
tificers, and privates, and two hun:lred and forty-se. | ate public injury or inconvenience than in other de- 
ven enlisted men of ordnance. The aggregate iseight | partments. x ensive repairs also became necessary 
hundred and forty-seven less than the nuinber stated | at the arutories, Fora time, therefore, no work was 
in the last annual report. carried on at either of them during the past season. 
Tne desartions have not been numerous, but an Labor has now, however, been resumed on a mode. 
unprecedented nuinber of men have boen discharged rate-scale, and instructions have been given to com. 
by the jndges and courts, (three hundred and eighty- plete the muskets in the course of fibrication, and to 
eight between July 1, 1841, and October 31, 1842,) | make five hundred rifles and five hundred percussion 
principuly on the ground of their being aliens. ‘The | muskets, each month, for the ensuing six months. 
state of the law on this subject has occasioned various | Phe arsenals will be chiefly employed in the repairs 
constructions, perplexing to the officers charged with of arms, and in the manufacture of the iron work of 
the duty of recruiting, embarrassing to the Depart. | SU"-carriages and military equipments. Our supply 
ment, and injurious to the Government, It is ver of heavy cannon being very good, it is not contem- 
desirable that it should be rendered precise and de- plated at present to purchase many of that deserip- 
finite. While, on the one hand, it is obvious our | 4UOn; but a sufficient nuinber of large-chambered 
ariny ought not to consist of an undue proportion of | guns to arm our forts will be procured. And in con- 
foreigners, yet, on the other, the low wages offered | Sequeuce of the adoption of the suggestion of the 
coustitute an inducement quite insufficient to the | Preasury D partment, before-mentioned, a large por- 
young men of our lind, whose habits and enterprise | orn. money intended for the service of the year 
enable them so casily to acquire the means of sub. 1842 remains unexpended ; and any specific appropre- 
sistence and of independence, if not wealth, ia the | ##ons for the Ordnance Department, for the’ first six 
cultivation of the soil. Probably a nsiddle course | Months of 1843, will be unnecessary. : 
would avoid all difficulties, namely, allowing those | 1 he estimates for the fiscal year commencing July 
to be recruited who are citizens, or who have taken | 1, 1843, are made upon a scale sO reduced as to be 
the preliminary outh and initiatory steps to natu. | Warranted only by the possible state of the Treasury. 
Pa Fa ay | ‘Phe usual appropriations for the ordinary objects of 
| expenditure in this branch of service are as desirable 
ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT, | now as at former periods; and it is believed that a 
pes |mstaken economy only would dictate the continu. 
The report of the officer in charge of the Ordnance | ance of such reduced amounts, when the condition of 


Bureau exhibits the very satisfactory condition of that ‘the public finances will admit of what is demanded 
most important.branch of the service. By a steady by our truce interests. 


porssverance in the system of laying up, in the sea- 
son of peace, those muterials which require length 

















[ can not omit to refer to the recommendation con- 
“quit tained in the last anuual repert for a national foundry 
of time to adapt them to use, and of fabricating those | on a limited scale, at whieh the qualities of iron may _ 
articles which cannot be supplied on an emergency, | he tested and ascertained, and models for ordnance 
we shall soon have at our command, ¢xnnon, small may be fabricited. It is apprehended that the great 
arms, fixsd ammunition, ganpowder and its compo. importance of such a laboratory to the country at 
neut parts, to an extent commensurate with our large, as well as to the Government, has not been 
wants. ; sufficieatly considered, 

By the table exhibiting the apportionment of arms It will be seen that some legislative provision has 
to the sevoral States, under the act of 1808, for arin- | pecome quite necessaty in reference to the lead mines 
ing and eqiipping the wiole body of the militia, it | and the mineral lands. Under the existing laws, uo 
will b> seen that, notwithstanding the efforts made | alternative was left to the Executive but to proceed 
by the ‘D-partisent, and which are mentioned inthe | and Jease the min-ral lands reserved from sale. The 
last annual report, several States are delinquefit in | ditticulties of this course are detailed in the report of 
the returns of theirmilitit, As these returns consti- | the Ordnance Bureau. The principal, if not the only 
tute the basis of tho apportionment, the States which | cause of them, would seem to be the claims to those 
fail to make them are deprived of their just propor- | lands (in most cases utterly unfounded) by persons 
tion of militia supplies. It will be seem that New | who have entered them for purchase at the land of. * 
Jersey, Delaware, Arkansas, and Louisiana, have not | fice, when they were not liable to entry, or by per. 
made returns fur periods varying from twelve to eigh. | sous who have occupied them without any right or 
teen years. If the cause of these omissions be the | pretence of right. It is unfortumate that these per- 
wint of military organization in those States, it may sons constitute a powerful, though not a nu™merous 
be worthy of serious inquiry whether some measure | class, who are able to exact from the miners who 
should not be adopted to remedy the evil, by with-| bring out the ore a large portion of their produce, 
holding distribution until returns are made, or by the | while they refuse to pay any rent to the United States. 
exercise of some other power vested in Congress. A | Thus the poor, industrious, and very numerous body 
reference to the same tuble will show an extraordi. | of miners are oppressed, while the country is deprived 
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of the use of its own property, and of any equivalent 
for such use by others. ‘The difficulty incident to the 
leasing lands of any description, and collecting rents, 
by a government, is so great, and is attended with 
so much expense and hazard of loss, that no essential 
benefit can be anticipated from the practice. 

The tenure of land by short leases is so foreign to 
the genius of our institutions and the habits of eur 
eeale that it necessarily becomes somewhat odious, 
and increases the difficulty. ‘Io enable the Govern. 
ment to obtain some value for these lands and mines, 
and, at the same time, to afford to the humble and 
comparatively indigent laborers an opportunity to ac- 
quire lots for sums within their means of payment, 
and in quantities adapted to their means of working 
them, it is recommended that the reserved mineral 
lands in the north part of Illinois and in the 'Territo- 
ries of Wisconsin and Iowa, be allowed to be sold in 


istaff services, and vacate their staff appointments, 
or the public exigency no longer demands 
them. 

The best and the most agreeable evidence that 
could be furnished of the economy which has pre- 
vailed in the disbursements, will be found in the cir. 
cumstance that so much of the appropriations made 
at the last session remain on hand; that $131,000 
only will be required for the first half of the ensuing 
year; and the estimates for tne fiscal year, commen- 
cing on the Ist of July, 1843, are much below those 
that have been presented and sanctioned by Congress 
for several years. 

The measures adopted for putting in order Fort 
Jesup, in Louisiana, and Fort Atkinson ; for estab- 
lishing the new posts on the Marmiton river, and on 
er near the Falsc Washita, and the operations at De- 
troit, Plattsburg, Fort Sullivan, Fort Adams, and at 





lota of ten acres each, at a minimum price of ten dol- 
lars per acre. It is represented that they are worth 
from twenty to fifty dollars per acre, depending on | 
their situation. Prior to such sales the claims to any 
of the mineral lands should be determined by a board 
instituted for that purpose, and the claimants allowed 
to enter and purchase the lands at the same ininunuin | 
price in an order of priority, to be settled in the law 
or by the board. The interest of the United States 
in these lands and mines is of very great value, and 
is endangered by delay in the proper measures to se- | 
cure it. At the same time the prosperity, and, in- 
deed, the peace and quiet of the large number of cit-- 
izens occupying the lands or working the mines, de- 
mand that their rights should be settled, and their 
conflicting titles and claims adjusted. What may 
now be accomplished without difficulty, may here.’ 
after, when the parties interested become more nu- 
merous and more tenacious, be found impracticable. 
The subject-is therefore commended to the earnest 
attention of Congress, who can alone provide the ne. 
cessary means for rendering justice to the Govern. 
ment, to the claimants, and to the miners. 

These suggestions are not intended to apply to the 
mineral lands in the south part of Illinois. ‘The cha- 
racter and nature of the mines in that quarter are not 
yet sufficiently ascertained to enable us to affix a price 
to them, nor is there as yet any conflict between 
claimants and occupants to require the interposition 
of the Government. A rong belief is entertained by 
the lessees that these mines contain large proportions 
of silver. Should such expectations be realized, a 
different policy, from that adopted in respect to the 
lead mines may be expedient. 


QUARTERMASTER GENERAL’S OFFICE. 


In the report of the Quartermaster General, the | 
operations in that branch of public s -rvice curing the | 
year will be seen. The additional duties caused by 
the act of the last session, transferring to that depurt- 
ment the business of the Commissary of Purchases, 
have been undertaken, and so far successfully per- 
formed. The termination of hostilities in Florida re- 
lieved a lirge number of assistant quartermasters 
from duty there, and placed them at the disposal of 
this department, many of whom have been returned 
to their companies, still retaining their appointments 
in the staff. The provisions of the niuth section of 
the act of July 5, 1838, render it questionable whether 
they can be deprived of those appointments without 
actual removal from office by the President. The 
same remark applies, although not with equal force, 
to the assistant adjutants general, provided for by the 
seventh section of the same act. It must happen 
that the number of these officers appointed in one 
state of circumstances, will not be required in ano- 
ther, and it is therefore highly expedient that the 


various other posts, are detailed in the accompanying 


report of the Quartermaster General. 


I concur in his recommendation of appropriations 
for new barracks at Fort Gibson, and consider the 
reasons urged by him so strong as to require nothing 
more than a reference to them. 

I deeply regret the necessity for again invoking 
the attention of Congress to the dishonored pledge 
given by the quartermaster general, in the name and 
by the authority of this nation, to the Creck Indians, 
to remunerate them for their services in Florida, and 
as a consideration for their removal. The earnest- 
ness with which a gallant soldier pleads for the faith 
and honor of his country, and for justice to a help- 
less tribe, who have no resort but to our own sense 
of right, it is hoped will not only be excused by the 
circumstances, but will find a hearty response in every 
bosom. 

ENGINEER DEPARTMENT. 


The report of the Colonel of Engineers exhibits a 
most gratifying account of the ability and fidelity of 
the officers of that corps, and of the results of their 
labors. Notwithstanding the state of the Treasury 
rendered it indispensable to suspend some of the ope- 
rations during the past year, yet it will be seen that 
many important works are in complete order, others 
in a condition to render effective service, and others 
very near compietion. The arrangements, with all 
the requisite collateral preparations, are complete for 
mounting 2,085 guns, at points most important for 
the «defence of the sea-coast. This may be said to 
have been accomplished substantially within the last 
two years. 

No satisfactory account of the work performed at 
the different forts, or of their present condition, can 
be given, without a minuteness of detail incompatible 
with the general design of this report. For this, re- 
fereuce is therefore made to the very clear and ample 
statements of the Chief Engineer. It will be seen 
with what cautious regard to the possible state of the 
public revenues the estimates have been made four 
continuing and completing the works now in pro. 
gress, and for the repairs of such as require them. It 
is hoped that the moderation of these estimates, and 
the seund and just views by which they are sustained, 
will commend thei to the favorable consideration 
ot Congress. More, perhaps, depends on the steadi- 
ness and regularity of the appropriations, than upon 
their large amount. Ata time when there is so little 
employment for labor, and it is so cheap, economy 
will be promoted by continuing our national defences, 
while the expenditures will operate most beneficially 
among the industrial classes of our fellow-citizens, 
and add much to the means and the spirit of our in. 
ternal trade. If, then, what is not supposed to admit 
of doubt, and what this Department will not suffer 
itself to question or to discuss, it is the determination 





Prosident should be authorized to dispense with their 


of the Government to place the country in a compe- 
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tent state of defence against foreign aggression, the 
present time would sevm to be propitious for contin- 
uing the plan of fortifications heretofore adopted. 

Although, for the reasov before given, it weuld b, 
impracticable to notice all the works specified in the 
report of the Colonel of Engineers, yet some of them 
seem to demand observation, 

The reasons for the delay in the construction of 
the barracks and defensive works at Detroit and at 
Buffalo, are stated by the Chief Engineer. As they 
were of a temporary character and have now been 
overcome, these works will be vigorously prosecuted 
so soon as the season will admit, and, it is very satis 
factory to know, Without the necessity of any further 
appropriations for the next cighteon months, 

‘The conclusion of a treaty with the envoy of Great 
Britain, by which a cession was mide of the strip of 
land along the northern boundary of the States of 
New York and Vermont, which included the site 
heretofore selected at Rouse’s point for a fort, ren- 
dered it expedient to suspend all operations in refer- 
ence to the two works on cither side of the outlet of 
Lake Champlain, which had been contemplated in 
place of that at Reuse’s point, when it was ascer-. 
tained that the 1 utter did not fall within our boundary. 

The report of the board of otticers, in May, 1840, 
presenting a connected plan of defences by land, es- 
timated the expense of a permiunent work at Stony 
Poimt, on the New York side of the outlet, at $300,000, 
and the same sun for a permanent work at Wind- 
mill Poist, on the Vermont side. By the cession re- 
ferred to, and which has now become complete by 
the ratification of the treaty, these works have be- 
come unnecessary. As the existing appropriation 
will be sufficient for the present, immediate measures 
will be taken to carry into effeet the design of Con- 
gress, by commencing the work at Rouse’s Point. 

It is believed that the appropriation made in 1841 
for the erection of defensive works at the junction of 
the Matawanskeaz and Penobscot rivers, in the 
State of Maine, can be better applied in the erection 
of a fort at the Narrows of the Penobscot, and it is 
respectfully recommended that authority for that 
purpose be given. 


Although the state of the works for the defence of | 








this Department, in favor of the establishment of 
iwilitary defences on the remote southern portion of 
vur Atlantic frontier. As there appears to be some 
question whether the peints on the coast within the 
State of Georgia, heretofore indicated, are the most 
idvisable, the appropriation asked by the Engineer 
Bureau, and which is recommended by this Depart. 
ment, inay be for the commencement vf a work on 
the coast of Georgia, at such site as the President 
shall select, after the necessary military surveys. 

The recommendations in the last annual report of 
works for the security of Mobile bay are renewed. 
This very exposed frontier would seem to demand 
nore protection than has hitherto been awarded. 

The report of the Colonel-of Enginesrs shows the 
necessity of some provision for completing the work 
on the national road which was began, but which is 
left unfinished, and is now exposed to rapid destruc- 
tion fur the want of that which is essential to its pro. 
tection. It it be the determination of Congress not 
to authorize any. further expenditures on this road, it 
is suggested whether some measure might not be 
adopted, by which the States through which it passes 
may be enabled to complete and keep in repair an 
avenue of such great importance to the whole com. 
munity, and particularly to our western fellow-citi- 
zens, and one so eminently beneficial to the operations 
of the Federal Governinent in peace, and almost in- 
dispensable in war. 

‘The expense of a survey for the continuation of 
this road through the States of Illinois and Missouri 
to the city of Jefferson, heretofore made under a reso- 
lution of the Senate, have not been defrayed, and 
provision for it would be but an act of justice to the 
public ereditors by whom it was incurred. 

The report of the Board of Visiters, appointed du- 
ring the last year, to examine the military academy 
at West Point, accompanies that of the Colonel of 
Engineers. It evinces great ability, and the close 
and critical scrutiny with which a board of disinter- 
ested and independent citizens have looked into every 
departinent of this great national institution, and the 
high praise which they award to its superintendent, 
prof -ssors, and teachers, to the exact discipline main- 


the harbor of New York is very gratifying, vet it/ tained, and to the thorough instruction imparted, is 
should not be forgotten that they do not complete ‘enhanced by their obviously eminent capacity to form 
the system, and that, without such eompletion, they | a correct judgment, andsby their equally obvious re- 
do not afford adequate protection. ‘The fortifications | gard for discriminating truth. The testimony of the 
on Staten Island, at the Narrows, are deemed more | Chief Engineer, himself so long and so thoroughly 


important than the opposite forts, Hami!ton and La. | 
fiyette, ‘The United States has expended more than. 


acquainted with all the operations of the academy, 
that, in his opinion, * it has never been in a condition 


$15,000 in erecting the works on Staten Island upon | so perfectly fulfilling the purposes of its creation and 
land belonging to the State of New York. ‘lhat| maintenance as now,” is equally gratifying and con- 


Stite has offered to convey this lind on receiving 
the original purchase-money and the interest. The 
ditticulty respecting the title, which was supposed to 
exist, has been removed by the opinion of the Attor- 
ney General, that the right to ihe land is unquestion- 
ably in the State of New York. It is therefore con- 
fidently hoped that the necessary appropriation will 
now be wade to purchase the site of the works 
erected, and to put them in repair. Should any ap- 
prehension be felt of a want of means, they can pro- 
bably be supplied by the sale of the site of Fort Gan. 
sevoort, on the North River, which has become com- 
paratively useless, and by the application of the pro- 
ceeds of such sale to the works on Staten Island. 

Another and most essential part of the defence of 
the harbor of New York, which has been rendered 
more necessary by the discovery of a new channel, 
consists of a work on Sandy Hook, the immediate 
commencement of which is strenuously urged by the 
Chief Engineer by the most convincing considera. 
tions. It is most earnestly and respectfully recom- 
mended to the cousideration of Congress. 

I would earnestly invite attention to the recom. 








vincing. A personal examination during the recess 
of Congress enables me to add, what these testimo- 
nials scarcely required, my own conviction of their 
entire justness. Having, in the last annual report, 
expressed somewhat at ere my views of the inesti- 
mable advantages of this institution to the whole 
country in diffusing a speéics of knowledge that-can 
be no otherwise acquired, and of its absolute necessi- 
ty for preserving and improving that science upon 
which our safety in war must depend, it is not deemed 
necessary to repeat them. Indeed, the steady ad- 
herence of Congress, at all times and under all cir- 
cumstances, even of pecuniary difficulty, to an insti- 
tution which so much resembles that body in its influ- 
ences upon the formation of a national character, 
operating as it does upon pupils selected mainly by 
the immediate representatives of the people, from 
every district of the Union, renders superfluous any 
extended observations on the subject. 

The alterations and improvements suggested by 
the Board of Visiters have received the most respect- 
ful consideration, and have been adopted where cir- 


cumstances justified such a course. The barracks 
es 
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for the residenee of the students have beeu a subject 
of complaint by every Board of Visiters for several 
years pst. This single fact, that ordinarily three 
pupils, and frequently a larg:r number, are obliged 
to study and sleep in a room scarcely sufficient for 
one, is of its:if sufficient to show how indispensable 
additional accommodations in that respect have be 
come, In one of the buildings, not only are the 
pupils depriv:d of the ordinary comforts of room, but 
their health is jeoparded by exposure to storius and 
to sudden transitions. L cannot too earnestly recom. 
mend the moderate appropriation asked by the Engi- 
neer Burean for an addition to the barracks at the 
academy. 

The subject of a corps of artificers to learn and 
practice the doties of military field engineering, was 
brought to the attention of Congress in the List annual 





report, and is renewed by the Chief Engineer. Deem- 
ing it impossible Lo increase the cogency of the rea- 
sons urged by him for son» provision on the subject ; | 
I can bat agtin add my earnest recommendation to 
those so repeatedly presented by my predecessors, in 
favor of the necessary provisions to effect that object. 


BUREAU OF TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS, 


The report of the Colouel of ‘Topographical Engi- 
neers affords new and cuntinued evidence of the great 
usefulness of that corps, and of the zeal and ability 
of its officers. Aun accurate knowledge of the topo- 
graphy of our very extended territory, particularly of 
its maritime and internal frontiers, of its lakes and | 
rivers, of the obstructions to intercommunication, | 





kets of the east is so-essential as to justify their calls 
upon the Government for their share of its protection. 
The commerce of the likes, comprising the produc- 
tions of seven States and one Territory, which must 
annually exceed twenty-five millions of dollars, would 
sem cutitled to cousideration and assistance, got only 
vn account of the great interests involved in its suc. 
cess, but on the ground, also, of a fair apportionment 
uf the fostering and protecting aid of the Government. 
‘his comineree affords the only effective means of sup- 
plying the nation with the mariners who will be found 
indispensable in that quarter, in the event of hostilities. 

It will be seen that the surveys for the defences of 
Soller’s flats and of Delaware breakwater harbor are 
completed. Those tor the defences of Sandy Hook, 
und the harbor and town of Portsmouth, New-Hamp. 
shire, are in ex :culion, as well as the military recon. 
naissance of the peninsula of Maryland, south of the 
city. It is gratifying to learn that an extensive and 
very thorough reconnaissance of the defences of New 
Orleans, ewbracing a large extent of territory, has 
been completed. 

The raft which formed the obstruction to the navi- 
gation of Red river has been removed; an event of 
no small importance to our fellow-citizens in that 
quarter, 

The Potomac aqueduct is so far completed as to 
warrant the confident expectation that it will be in a 
condition to receive water in the course of the next 
season. ‘The repairs of the Potomac bridge are draw- 
ing to a close, and it is believed that it will be passa- 
ble in January next. 

The measures taken to execute the law of the last 





and of the position most requiring, and most capable of, | session appropriating one hundred thousand dollars. 
defensive works, is indispensable, alike to intelligent for the improvement of the Ohio, Mississippi, Mis- 
legislation and to efficient executive administration. | rouri, and Arkansas rivers, are also stated. So soon 
As a mere question of economy, such information | as the application for an injunction by Henry M. 
can scarcely be acquired at too high a price. ‘The Shreve, Esq., which has arrested the progress of those 
advantage of an organized scientific corps, qualified | measures, shall be disposed of, they will be resumed. 
by study and by practice for this peculiar duty, over, But it is manifest that the present appropriation 1s 
the irregular services of persons transiently employed, | wholly inadequate ; that it can only provide the neces. 
without organization, and without the opportunities | sary snag-boats, and that unless followed by others, the 
of mature and systematic deliberation, doubtless dic- l expenditure of the money will be but to waste it. 

tated the formation of this corps. And all our expe-| ‘I'he proceedings of the corps under the laws re- 
rience has shown the wisdom of the measure. ‘The! specting the construction of light-houses are also 
reports in detail of the several officers of the corps, | detailed in the report. Lt would seem that the ex- 
appended to that of the Colonel, present amass of the pense of these invaluable auxiliaries to commerce 
most valuable ipfonastion Fregpecting the topography | may be much diminished by the adoption of Mitchell's 
* prsip sarbdint of at { _ — oe oo north patent screw moorings, a recent me ~<a 
o the extreme south. ley exhibit the progress and that by means of such moorings they can 

made in the surveys, in the inprovement of harbors placed in positions fur more advantageous to the 
aud rivers, in the coustruction of light houses and ) mariner than any that can be occupied in the present 
typists and various other works in charge of mode of building them. ‘The sanction of Congress 
the corps, A brief notice of a few of those which is invited to the steps recommended by the Colonel 
seem to require attention, is all that will be attempted ‘Topographical Engineers to procare the necessary 
ber yee re atest : a ; | *ppar tus, and acquire a knowledge of its applica- 

© p -Teelve iat considerable progress has | tion. 

been made in the survey of the northwestern lakes,! It will be seen that a party of engineers is in the 
and that preparations for its continuince the next fi ld for the survey of the Arkansas and Platt rivers 
seison have been made, which will enable thos: in| and the adjacent country. A survey of tle country 
charge re “rs work a / speuaaggy more than was! north of the Missouri having been completed, the 
practicable during the last year. ‘The expense of map of which, constructed by Mr Nicallet, unequal- 
these surveys is comparatively so trifling that they lod in the accuracy and fulness of its details, is now 
- pomnend be —_ to objection in oo any state | nearly finished, and will be published in January next, 
of the Lreusury. cannot omit to call attention to} Lt is intended to cause a similar survey of the coun. 
the report of Captain Williams, respeeting the urgent} try south ef that river, embracing the approaches to 
necessity of a harbor on the west side of Lake Miehi-| the Rocky mountains, their several passes, and gradu. 
yan, and the improvement ot the navigation at the ally the region between them and our possessions on 
mouth of St, Clair river, These are exceedingly im-| the Pacific. ‘These explorations and surveys are in- 
portant to the United States, to enable us to furnish | dispensable to such a knowledge of the country, its 


supplies to the Indian tribes, and military steres and | resources and its streams, as we must possess belore 
we can establish any conmmnunication with the re- 


subsistence for the troops, which, even in time of 


peace, must be maintained ip that quarter, and which, 
in the event of hostilities, will afford the only barrier 
between savage ferocity and our frontier settlements. 
But to our fellow-citizens of that region, who have 
purchased the pubiic lands, a safe access to the mar- 





gion that is every day becoming more important to 
us. And it is hoped that there will be no reluctance 
to granting the very moderate appropriations asked 
for the continuance of the “ military and yeograph.- 
ical surveys west of the Mississippi river.” 
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In the last annual report of the department, your 
attention and that of Congress was called to the great 
iinportance of establishing a chain of rmiltary posts 
extending from the Council Bluffs to the mouth of 
the Coluinbia river. A plan and an estimate of the 
expense were subsequently laid before the mulitary 
committee of the House of Representatives, by whom 
a very able and interesting report was made, accom. 
panied by a bill. I would aguin earnestly invite a 
consideration of the subject. ‘There are two aspects 
in which it may be regarded. In the first place, the 
exhibition of military power is indispensable to coun- 
teraet and contro) any hostile disposition of the In- 
dians in that vast and sequestered region. ‘They are ; ‘ 
how exposed to the unresisted influences of the traders the system of purchase by, contract. inducrs me to 
and emissaries of foreign nations, by whom they could | dissent from the recommendation to change it. Per- 
at any time be exeited to devastate that entire fron. | haps more discretion might be safely allowed, to pur. 
tier. We could command the avenues by which these | Chase in the open market when proposals are deemed 
Indians pass from the north to the south iv their! exorbitant... Tia. sanehiins. See for subsistence 
hunting expeditions, and thas make them sensible of Saruished in yeaa in 1839 and 1840, would seem to 
our power to resist and punish aggression, In the , Tedure special legislation for their adjustment. 
second place, if we intend to maintain our right to! 
the territories on the Pacitic, belonging to us, which, | 
it is supposed, docs not admit of a question, we must| © From the report of the Commissioner of Pensions, 








fy him. Instructions and furms have been prepared, 
which, it is believed, will ensure very exact and very 
extensive observations, from whieh an ipportant 
science cannot fail to derive great advantages, 


OFFICE OF COMMISSARY GFNERAI OF SUBSISTENCE, 


The report of the Commissary General of Subsist. 
ence exhibits the very prosperous condition of his 
department. All the accounts of disbursing agents 
have been faithfully rendered. For the reasons stated 
by him, no appropriations for the first-six months of 
1843 will be necessary, on account of subsistence of 
the army. ‘The succéss which has so far attended 





PENSION OFFICE, 


occupy them; and we must establish a communica. 
tion with them, other than that of a five months’ 
voyage by sea at a particular season of the year, By 
extending our laws and civil jurisdiction over the 
country, and affording protection tu our eitizens dis. _ 
posed to emigrate thither, ] have the strongest rea- 
son to believe, from communications to the depart. 
ment, that a sufficient number would soon establish 
themselves in that quarter, provided they could be 
assured of immanity from Indians on the way, and 
their journey could be facilitated by the Government. 
To attain these purposes, it is not supposed that a 
continued chain of posts is immediately necessary. 
The establishment of one at some proper point on the 
Missouri, probably between the great bend of that 
river and White river, at which stores and supplics 
could be collected, and from which purties could be 
sent out, would answer for the present, and until the 
whole ground should be better known. ‘These parties 
would be occupied primarily in exploring and survey- | 
ing, to ascertain the best routes, in removing obstruc- | 
tions and facilitating the passage of such routes, and’ 


it appears that the number of pensions on the rolls ts 


less by 1,496, than at the date of the list annual re. 


port. ‘The whole wumber at that time was 26,531, 
‘The namber at present on the rolls is 25,035; of 
whom 2,662 are invalids; 3,724 receive pensions 
under the act of 1818; 412 under the act of 1828; 
15.535 under the act of 1832; 2,307 under the aet of 
1836; and 395 have been pensioned under the act of 
18338, in consequence chietly of the joint resolution 
and act of the last session of Congress, relating to 
the death of pensioners since 1832, and to the mar- 
riage of their widows. [tis believed that many must 
have died, without the fact b-ing known to the agents, 
and of course, not reported by them. ‘The persons 
who reecived their pensions, in the first and second 
quarters of 1842, amounted to 18,074, and it is sup- 


| posed that this approximates very nearly to the actu- 


al number now alive. ‘This would exhibit.a diminu- 
tion of 38,457, which is not so great. as that which 
oecuréd between the dates of the reports in 1840 and 
1841, and which amounted to 17,863. It will be 
seen that the estimate for pensions is much below that 





in protecting the caravans of emigrants, And if) for 1842. 
small detachments of hired men, acquainted with the! ‘The law relating to military bounty lands for ser- 
coontry, were furnished to the latter, upon their cross. | vices in the revolutionary war, and in that of 1812, 
ing the mountains, it is believed that nothing further | having been revived by the act of July 27, 1842, the 
would be required. Every colony that passed over | examination of the claims presented was referred to 
the mountains would facilitate the progress of its) the Commissioner of Pensions, as the rolls and docu. 
successor, and every one that established itself b-yond | meuts relating to them were in his offices, From the 
them would add to the strength and power of the! statement annexed to his report, it will appear that 
Government, and would perhaps render permanent | 358 claims on account of revolutionary services, have 
forts unnecessary. been presented within the year, and that 22 warrants 
There are many indications that the time has ar-| have been issued for 5,250 acres of land; that 416 
rived for deeided action on this subject, and I trust | claims tor services in the last war with Great Britain 
that at the ensuing session of Congress, there will be| have been presented within the same tine, and that 
such appropriations as will enable this department to, 65 warrants have been issued for 10,720 acres of 
make the necessary arrangements to send on to Ore-| lind. 
gon a colony of citizens impatient to undertake the| By the act of March 4, 1840, the office of Commis. 
enterprise. A post at or near the mouth of the Co. | sioner of Pensions was continued until the 4th day of 
luinbia, would certainly be desirable; but it is not; Murch, 1843, when it will cease, unless further con. 
deeined absolutely necessary, in the present condition | tinued by Congress. By the same act the pension 
of things. business of the Navy Department was transferred to 
the office of the Commissioner of Pensions. ‘The 
duties yet remaining to be performed under the laws 
relating to army and navy pensions, and to the mili- 
tary bounty lands, require the continuance of the 
office of the Commissioner, ' 


PAYMASTER GENERAL’S AND SURGEON GENEKAL’S OFFICES. 


The operations in the Paymaster Gencral’s and the 
Surgeon General’s departments, are detailed in the 
reports of their respective chiefs. Under the authori- 
ty of the appropriation at the last session, for extend- 
ing and rendering more complete the meteorological 
observations conducted at the military posts, Prefes- 
sor Espy has been employed to render that assistance 
for which his extensive researches so eminently quali- 


INDIAN AFFAIRS, 


The condition of our affairs with the Indians pre. 
sents a subject of the deepest interest to every philan- 
thropist. The report of the Commissioner who has 
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Litt taatmediately under bis charge, with the accom 
pauying tabular statements, and the returns of thi 
Various superintendents and agents, furnish copious 
informuion of the results of past labors and the 
grounds of hope for the continued improvement of 
thoss victims to the pregress of civilizition, ‘The 
policy of removing the Indians from their native 
how +s to make rvo.no for the white min, and of col. 
lecting them in lirge bodies on our west:rn frontier, 
is not now debateable. It has been long settled, aad it 


“ing liquor, or establishing distilleries. in the Indian 
‘ountry, which is wholly ineffectual against a class 
uf persons who have ne visibls property, and by 
giving jurisdiction over the offence to some local or 
ery authority to which convenient access can be 
aad, 

Among some of the more civilized tribes, particu- 
larly the Choctaws and Cheroke:s, it is understood 
that the doctrines and the practice of temperance 
have made much progress, and that they have passed 





may now be considered as having been executed. | some wise laws to restrain their own people. ‘The 
There*is no more lind east of the Mississippi, remain | faet thus established that the Indian ean be made 


ing uneeded, to be desired by us. No new source of 
expense on this account need be opened for many 
years to come; and when the treaties now pending 


temperate is calculated to cheer us in efforts to save 
him. 


An exhibit ef the condition of the civilzation 





shall be ratified, and those requiring the removal of 


Indians shall be executed, our system will become | 
seltled. It is to be hoped that the red man will then | complished mach. 


fund, and of its application, acco:npanies the re- 
port of the commissioner. This small fund has ac- 
It scatters its good seed very 


be suffered to rest in peace, and that our undivided | extensively, and a great portion of it falls on good 


efforts will be bestowed in discharging the fearfal | 


responsibilities we have incurred to improve his in- | 
tellsctual and moral condition as the only means of 
rendering him happy here or hereafter. | 

From the returns we have been able to obtain, it , 


soil. Its fruits ure to be seer in the gradual, but de. 
cided improvement of many of the Indian tribes. 
This fand is applied so as to coGperate, as far as 
practicable, with the schools established and main- 
tained by means of the moneys provided, by treaties 


appears that 83,124 have been removed to the regions | with various tribes, for purposes of education. From 
west of the Mississippi, and that of the once nu. table 84, appended to the commissioner’s report, it 
merous tribes east of that river less than 25,000! appe rs that the whole amount thus provided at the 
souls remain. The greater portion of these are un-! present time, is $67,155. It will also be seen from 
der treaty obligations to remove within a very few | table 83, that there are fifty-two schools maintained 
years. ‘for Indian youth, at which there are 2,132 scholars ; 


‘This policy of collecting the Indians has proceed- 
ed on the idea of relieving them from their depend. 
ent and degrading condition when mixed with a 
white population, and of isolating them frem the, 
vices of a semi-civilization. Scarcely capable of! 
self-government, they are quite incompetent to pro- 
tect themselves from the frauds and trom the violence 
of the white man. The present system of superin- 
tendents and agents is inadequate, and the time} 
secs to have arrived when we should turn our atten. | 
tion to devising some form of government which may 
secure peace and order among themselves and pro. 
tection against others, Until they feel safe in their 
persons and possessions they can make uo advances 
toward civilization. Although the criminal juris. | 
diction of the adjacent courts of the United States is 
extended over them, yet all expericnce has shown} 
that it is merely nominal. ‘The most atrocious of. | 
fenders are selduin pursued, and more rarely brought} 


of whom 1,058 are boys, and 852 girls, and 222 whose 
sex is not stated, were instructed during the past 
year, and that from seven schools there are no re- 
turns. Wherever the means of comparison exist, it 
is gratifying to find that the aggregate number of 
pupils is ou the increase. Convinced that the only 
means of diffusing elementary knowledge among the 
children of these pcople is to interest their parents 
in the undertaking, by enabling them to take a part 
in the establishmeut of schools and in their supervi- 
sion, our efforts have been directed to the encourage. 
ment of such seminaries in the resp>ctive nations. 
A sufficient nuinber of many of the tribes have alrea- 
dy been educated, and prepared to become teachers 
among their own pvople. Every school becomes the 
nursery of new teachers, who, being thus prepared at 
home, reinoved from the temptations that assail them 
amoung the whites, and retaining the manners of their 
own people, will be more acceptable and more sue. 


to justice. Civil obligations it is wholly vain to at-, cessful than any others, In this way only, can fe. 
tempt to enforce, ‘There is no cause for surprise that,; males be educated, and the potent influences of mo. 
in this state of things, the law of force and retalia-; thers be properly dirceted in the formation of the 
tion is the only one recognised. The plan of soine.| character-of the generation that is soon to take its 
thing like a territorial government for the Indians| place: in the scene of life. Although the academy 
has been suggested, The object is worthy the most | in Kentucky is continued for the double purpose of 
deliberate consideration of all who take an interest in| fulfilling expectations which caused heavy expenses 
the fate of this hapless race. )in its establishment, and of furnishing a higher grade 

‘The vice to which they are most inclined, and} of instruction, to enable the pupils to become physi- 
which is the most deadly to their prosperity, is an| cians, clergymen, and teachers, yet, as it is supposed 
indulgence in intexieating liquors. All the powers) these purposes will be as nearly accomplished within 
given to this department by existing laws have beon/| two years as they can be at any time, consistently 
exerted to restrain this propensity, and to prevent the | with the greater and main object of instructing the 
introduction of alcohol into the Indian conntry.| greatest possible number, it has been arranged 


Circulars to agents and superintendents, and instruc. 
tions to military commanders have been reiterated 
with but partial effect. ‘he cupidity of the white 
man, boasting of his superior civilization, stimulates 
his craft in devising the means of evading the laws, 
and stil) further brutalizing his ignorant, weak, and 
yielding red brother. Depositories of ardent spirits 
are established on the confines of the Indian territo. 
ry, within the jurisdiction of the States, where the 
laws of the Union cannot apply, and where there are 
none of the State adapted to the case, or if they 
exist, are never executed. Some remedy may be pro- 
vided by substituting imprisonment for the present 
pecuniary penalty prescribed for selling or introdu- 





with the founder and proprietor of that academy, 
that, at the expiration of that time, the obliga- 
tions of the Government to furnish pupils to it, are 
to cease. 

Intimately connected with the improvement of the 
moral and intellectual condition of the Indians, is 
the system which supplies them with clothing and 
the means of procuring subsistence. It is undenia- 
ble that the trading system does not adequately ac- 
complish these purposes. There are many honest 
and faithful traders, but they cannot counteract the 
recklessness of the Indians, who will purchase goods 
either of a worthless kind or in quantities altogether 
beyond their wants, which, with characteristic im- 
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providence, they waste er barter for ardent spirits 
and leave themselves destitute of the articles of m- 
cvssity for the residue of the year. This destitution 
produces suffering, dependence, and inactivity, and 
they resign themselves te the allurements of intoxi- 
cation, or of wretched idleness. At the same time, 
an inflnence is acquired over them by the traders, 
altogether beyon| that of the officers of the Govern. 
ment, and which may be, and sometinies has been, 
wiclded in opposition to its policy, and tending to the 
continued degradation and detriment of the Indians. 
In this respect, it seems to me the British policy 
is far preferable, which retains to the officers of 
the natien the means of influencing men who can be 
reached mainly only through their personal wants, I 
am disposed to concur in the views of the Commis. 
sioner of Indian Affiirs, as to the propriety of em- 
ploying agents of the Government to furnish supplies 
te the Incians at fixed prices, of which they should 
be notifidd, and in such quantities, at given periods 
of time, as will insure their deriving the utmost bene- 
fit from them. It is not perecsived why the principle 
recently adepted in reference to pursers in the navy 
may not be applied to this case, and a system of 
checks established, that will guard against all fraud 
and abuse, and enable the Indian to reecive the best 
kind of goods at the cost of purchase and transporta- 
tion, and a per centage to defray the expenses of 
sale, 

Since the last annual report, a treaty has been con- 
cluded and ratified with the Senecas of New York, 
by which a dispute that tlireatened the most vexa- 
tious consequences, has been amicably adjusted, the 


soon cease to encumber the department. ‘The claims 
under the treaty of 1839 with the Osages have all 
been finally decided except five, which have been re. 
ferred for further information, 

Appended to the report of the commissioner, are 
tabular statements of the investments made in stocks 
for the benefit of the several Indian tribes, and of the 
umounts retained in the Treasury on which the Go- 
vernment pays the annual interest. 

{ found existing in the department a disbursing 
agent, in whase name large sums of money belonging 
to various Indians were ‘deposited in different banks 
or held by him in public securities. Although this 
mcuaey could not be drawn or used without a check, 
countersigned by the Secretary of War and the Com. 
missioner of Indian Affairs, yet the system appeared 
to me erroncous in principle and liable to abuse, As 
soon as the necessary arrangements could be made, 
directions were given to transfer these funds directly 


‘to the Treasurer of the United States. This has been 


done, with the exception of a small surn necessarily 
retained to meet outstanding demands, or to adjust 
unsettled accounts of agents. 

I concur in the request of the commissioner that 
authority be given to sell the buildings and the adja- 
cent improvements, which have at former times been 
constructed and made for the use of the Indian agen- 
cies, but which have become useless to the Indian 
department. 


REDUCTION OF THE ARMY. 





The reductions directed by the act “ respecting the 
organization of the army, and for other purposes,” 





rights of the Indians protected, their interests promo- passed at the last session, have been effected so far 
ted, and the Governinent relieved from large pecu- as authority for that purpose was given by the act. 
niary responsibilities. The offices of the superintendents of the armories 

With the Wyandots of Ohio a treaty has also been have been abolished ; the military store-keepers at- 
ratified, by which that State will be relieved from a tached to the ordnance service have been reduced to 
population that encumbered the fairest portion of its the number directed ; the duties of the commissary 
territory —a portion that will now be open to enter- of purchases have been transferred to the quarter- 
prise, and contribute to the general prosperity, {master’s department ; two paymasters, one surgeon, 

A treaty has alsuv been held with the Sac and Fox and ten assistant surgeons have been disbanded, 
Indians, which, under your directions, will be sub. there being a vacancy in the office of paymaster and 
mitted to the Senate for ratification, by which about in that of surgeon, Although the act directed that 
ten millions of acres of some of the best land in the the office of one inspector general should be abolish- 
Territory of Lowa are acquired. A purchase has also ed, yet it did not authorize the President to discharge 
been made of the Chippewas in the northwest of either of the incumbents, while it gave that author- 
Michigan and in Wisconsin, of about fifteen millions’ ity in respect to the paymasters, surgeons, and assist- 
of acres, by a treaty which will in like manner be sub- ant surgcons. ‘The case was such as not to require 
mitted to the Sonate. These treaties have been made or justify the exercise of the power of removal, by 
at a reduced expense quite unprecedented, in the most striking from the army register the name of either 
open, fair, and frank manner, and on terms of justice | of the inspectors general, solely upon the Executive 
and even liberality to the Indians, becoming the cha-| authority or responsibility. Deeming the legislation 
racter of the United States. on the subj:ct inchoate, as both those officers were 

Pursuant to the act of the last session of Congress, |engaged on highly important duties, and their ser- 
co:nmissioners have been appointed to adjust the, vices could not be dispensed with without great in- 
claims arising under the Choctaw treaty of 1830, and justice to the service, you was advised to follow the 
instructions have been given them for the perform-! precedent of 1815, under similar circumstances, 
ance of their duties. Commissioners have also been | when the President found it impracticable to carry ont 
appointed to settle the remaining claims under the the legislation of Congress, and suspended proceed. 
treaty with the Cherokees of 1836. Delegates from/ings for the further action of the legislative body. 
that nition were in attendance at the seat of Govern-| As little more than two months would elapse before 
ment for several months during the past year, to ob-| the opportunity for such action would present itself, 
tain a recognition of other and extensive claims, and | you concluded to adopt that course. I beg leave now 
to settle some points in relation to the intercourse cf | to express the decided conviction of this Department, 
our citizens with their people and the administration | founded upon the information and advice of many of 
of their laws. Their applications were listened to|the most intelligent and experienced officers of the 








not only patiently, but with a sincere desire to grat- 
ify them in every request that could be granted, con. 
sistently with a regard to our own rights and duties. 
The propositions made to them to meet many of their 
objects were declined, and the whole negotiation 
failed. j te 

During the year the claims arising under the Creek 
treaty, connected with the contract of Watson & Co., 
have been disposed of, and many of those prior to 
that contract have been adjusted, and the gesiduc will 





ee — es 


army, that the number of inspectors general cannot 
be reduced without essential and permanent injury 
to the service. The reduction of the rank and file 
does not diminish the number of posts, of forts, of 
arsenals, or of depots. Without the inspection of 
an independent officer, in no way connected with the 
branch of service which may have charge of the 
public property, and not responsible for the condition 
of the troops, the Government will be obliged to re. 
ly mainly on the information of those whose feelings 
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and whose interests would be adverse to the discovery 
of any delinquency. It is no imputation to apply te 
the military service the principles of supervision and 
check which pervade every other department of the 
Government. And to render such inspections effec- 
tual, it is indispensable that they should be conduct- 
ed by officers not only of experience but of high 
rank, whose authority would be respected. These 
observations are made here, in the hope that, on a 
reconsideration of the subject, it will be deemed most 
expedient to leave this part of the means of fulfilling 
the duties and meeting the responsibilities of the 
Department, as it was established in 1821, when the 
army was reduced, and as it has continued since that 
time. 





ACCOUNTS. 


It appears from statements furnished this Depart- 
ment by the Second and Third Auditors, that the 
number of unsettled accounts in the office has been 
considerably diminished since the last annuul report. 
In the Second Auditor’s office there are none which 
were presented in 1840, that of those presented in 
1841, 57, and of those presented in 1842, 815 remain 
unsettled, making 872 in the whole, and showing a 
reduction of 300 since the last annual report. In the 
Third Auditor’s office there remain unsettled, of the 
accounts presented in 1840, 294, of those presented 
in 1841, 345, and of those presented in 1842, 840, 
making 1479, and exhibiting a reduction of the num. 
ber stated in the last annual report of 335. Although 
a decided improvement is thus shown. yet the num- 
ber not disposed of is altogether too large. Some of 
them are known to be delayed for the want of expla. 
nation of deficient vouchers; but by far the greatest 
proportion have not been examined. Nothing can be 
more unjust to the faithful officers who have rendered 
their accounts, than the omission to settle them until 
the persons who could supply deficient vouchers are 
dead, or removed to unknown places, or until the 
means of explanation are lost or forgotten. It is a 
cruelty most ruinous in its results, which is believed 
not to exist in any other country. And its effects are 
very injurious to the Government. For it often hap- 
pens that it is found necessary to charge another 
officer with a sum which has been paid or advanced | 
to him by the one whose account is settled. During 
the delay that occurs in ascertaining the fact of such 
liability, the person to be charged becomes insolvent, 
or dies, or no trace of him can be found. I would 
most respectfully and most earnestly urge an increase 
of the force of the Second and Third Auditors’ offices, 
at least temporarily, until theexisting mass of accounts 


of justice to the agents. It is believed that they 
have accounted for the money placed in their hands, 
but it is impossible to have officia] certainty on the 
subject until their accounts are adjusted. The ac. 
counts of officers of the Quartermaster’s Department, 
serving in Florida in 1838 and 1839, cannot be closed 
without legislative provision. The difficulty is sta- 
ted in the report of the Quartermaster General, and 
| would respectfully solicit the passage of the neces. 
sary law to remove it. 

I cannot close this report without again reverting 
to a subject that has so repeatedly been brought to 
the attention of Congress, namely, the inconvenience 
and the great insecurity of the out-buildings in which 
the offices of the Paymaster General, of the Ordnance 
Bureau, of the Bureaus of Engineers and of Topo- 
grahical Engineers, of the Commissary General of 
Subsistence, the Surgeon General, and of the Com. 
missioner of Pensions are kept. Vain as may be the 
effort, it is still a duty to ask, that the invaluable 
papers and documents in those offices may be pre- 
served trom destruction, by being placed in a building 
not exposed, as they now are, to the slightest careless. 
ness in the inhabitants of the houses that surround 
them. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN C. SPENCER. 

To the Presipent. 


COMMITTEES OF THE SENATE, 


On Military Affairs.—Messrs, Crittenden, Merrick, 
Benton, Huntington, Wilcox. 

On Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Bayard, Choate, Wil- 
liams, Barrow, Graham. 

On the Militia.—Messrs. Barrow, Fulton, Smith, 
of Indiana, Williams, McRoberts. 

On Pensions.—Messrs. Bates, Phelps, Allen, Bagby, 
Sevier. 

On Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Phelps, Clay- 
ton, Smith, of Connecticut, Allen, Williams. 


COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE. 
: SENTATIVES. 

On Military Affairs—Messrs. Stanly, Pendleton, 
Goggin, William B. Campbell, of Tennessee, Stokely, 
Butler, of Kentucky, Sollers, Miller, Mason, of Md, 

On Naval Affairs —Messrs. Wise, Calhoun, Clark, 
of New York, Burnell, Fessenden, Rhett, Matlory, 
Clifford, Wood. 

On the Militia.—Messrs Keim, Coles, Ward, Boyd, 
Cooper, of Georgia, Reding, Marshall, of Maine, 
Sweney, Snyder. 








be disposed of. A very large proportion of the infor- | 
mation called for by Congress is necessarily derived | 
from these Auditors, and the time and labor re juired | 
to furnish it, are abstracted from the regular duties of 
the office. And this, doubtless, is the principal cause 
of their ordinary business being in arrear. They 
should also be relieved fiom the charge of what are 
called property accounts, which, in truth, belong to 
the administrative departments, rather than the ac- 
counting officers. 

The accounts of disbursing agents in the Indian 
Department are in a condition that defies any power 
of the executive officers to bring them to a close, 
Payments have been made to a large amount out of 
one fund for objects legally authorized, but to which 
it was not by law applicable; and the agents remain 
charged with such payments, although they have ren- 
dered vouchers fur the expenditure. Many accounts 
in other branches of the service are understood to be 
in a similar condition. A law authorizing transfers 
of appropriations, similar to that passed on the 27th 
of January, 1831, to mect similar difficulties, which 
will not draw a dollar from the Treasury, is demand- 





ed by the imterest of the Government, and by a sense 


On Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Hall, Goode, of 
Ohio, Triplett, Thomas J. Campbell, of Tennessee, 
Maynard, Washington, James, Parmenter, Goode, of 
Virginia. 

On Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. ‘Taliaferro, 
Rodney, Staley N. Clarke, of New York, Mathiot, 


| Andrews. of Kentucky, Babcock, Mathews, Fornance, 


Smith, of Virginia. 

On Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Calvary Morris, of 
Ohio, Avcrigg, Baker, Gordon, Stratton, Read, Doan, 
Sanford, Young, of Vermont. 

Ou Expenditures in the War Department.—Messrs. 
McKay, Newhard, Gamble, Reynolds, Birdseye. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department.— Messrs. 
Yorke, Simonton, Borden, Stuart, of Virginia, Green, 


SELECT COMMITTEE. 


On National Foundry.—Messrs. Johnson, of Ma- 
ryland, Mason, of Ohio, King, Randolph, Mallory, 
Hunt, Keim, Parmenter, Johnson, of Tennessee. 








OFFICIAL ARMY AND NAVY REGISTERS, 
for 1843, will be published in a few days, and for sale 
by B. HOMANS, of the Navy Department. 
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WASHINGTON. 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 12, 1843. 








PROSPECTUS. 

Since the discontinuance of the Army and Navy 
Chronicle strong desires from various quarters having 
been expressed that it should be revived, or its place 
Supplied by some similar periodical, the subscriber 
proposes to commence in January, 1843, the publica. 
tion of the Army anp Navy Curonicie anp Scren- 
Tiric ReposiTory. 

Every encouragement and facility for obtaining 
official information have been freely offered by the 
different departments of the Government. 

It will contain all the current intelligence, official 
and miscelianeous, relative to the Army, Navy, and 
Militia; such as orders, appointments, removals, re- 
signations, changes of station, movements of troops 
and vessels of war, surveys, construction of works, 
notices of publications, inventions, and improvements, 
executive reports, and proceedings in Congress and 
the State Legislatures. Also, original articles on 
naval, military, and scientific subjects, choice selec- 
tion from our own and foreign publications; and, 
generally, every thing interesting to the service, or 
valuable in science. 

As the volumes accumulate they will form a rich 
storehouse of materials for American naval and mili. 
tary history; every portion of which will be made 
readily accessible by means of copious and well ar- 
ranged indexes, to be published at the close of each 
volume, 

it will be published punctually every Thursday, on 
a super-royal sheet of sixteen pages, with brevier 
type. A year will comprise two volumes, of upwards 
of four hundred pages each. 

Terms, five dollars per annum, always in advance } 
three dollars for six months. 

WILLIAM Q. FORCE. 


The above will sufficiently explain our views. 
Should we be deemed presumptuous, in entering a 
field that has been abandoned by one so much abler 
than ourselves, the demand for such a work as the 
present—the value of the information furnished by 
the Departments—the regularity of issue, which we 
think we can safely promise—the assurance that, as 
svon as this is established, we shall be “richly fur- 
nished with original matter from all branches of the 
public service,” and a determination to supply our 
want of experience, as far as possible, by unremitting 
toil and perseverance, must be our apology. 

The addition of ‘*Screntiric Repository” to the 
former title has been made at the suggestion of the 
Chief of the Topograhical Engineers, and has been 
highly approved by others as one that “ will increase 
the usefulness of the work.” ‘The object of it is to 
give a due prominence to that which is the life of our 
army and navy. 








Owing to the room occupied by public documents, 
our first few numbers will not contain so great a va- 


riety as we hope soon to be able to present to our 
readers, 





The late editor of the Army and Navy Chronicle 
requests us to state, that several letters, addressed to 
him since the paper was discontinued, have been re, 
fused in consequence of the postage being unpaid ; 
and that all letters not free of postage, or from known 
correspondents, must necessarily be declined. 





Captain Davin Conner has resigned the office of 
Chief of the Bureau of Construction, Equipment, 
and Repair, in consequence of the impaired state of 
his health. On his return to Washington from an 
official visit to New York, he was taken ill at his resi- 
dence near Port Deposite, Maryland, and remained 
dangerously so for some days. We are gratified to 
learn that he is now convalescent. Captain C.’s re- 
signation took effect on the 3lst December. His suc. 
cessor is not yet known. r 





The steamer Union made an experimental trip a 
short distance down the Potomac river on the after- 
noon of Wednesday of last week. Lieut. Hunrer, 
her commander, expresses himself perfectly satisfied 
with her performance, and anticipates complete suc- 
cess. Some trifling alterations were found necussa- 
ry, such as is almost always the case with new ma- 
chinery or inventions. 

The destination of the Union, when ready for sea, 
is not known; but it will probably be either on our 
own coast or in the Gulf of Mexico. 





The “ Sueet Ancuor” is the title of a paper just 
commenced in Boston. It is devoted to the cause of 
seamen, and is published semi-monthly at one dollar 
a year. Jonathan Howe, publisher; Rev. Charles W. 
Denison, editor. 





PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY, 


The following nominations, to fill vacancies, have 
been’ confirmed by the Senate: 

Commander Thomas W. Wyman to be Captain, 2 
November, 1842, vice Gallagher, deceased. 


Lieutenants to be Commanders : 


J. S. Nicholas, 28 July, 1842, vice Voorhees, deces’d. 

Samuel F. Du Pont, 28 October, 1842, vice C. L. Wil- 
liamson, cashiered. 

W. L. Hudson, 2 Nov., 1842, vice Wyman, promo’d. 

James P. Wilson, 2 Nov., 1842, vice Belt, cashiered. 


Passed Midshipmen to be Lieutenants : 


Simon F. Blunt, 28 July, 1842, vice Nicholas, pro- 
moted. 

William Taylor Smith, 19 Sept., 1842, vice J. W. 
Jarvis, deceased. : 

William May, 15 Oct., 1842, vice Bay, cashiered. 

Henry H. Lewis, 28 Oct., 1842, vice Du Pont, promo. 


ted. 

Joseph P. Sanford, 2 Nov., 1842, vice Hudson, pro- 
moted. 

George W. Harrison, 3 Nov., 1842, vice Wilson, pro- 
moted. 
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“Correspondence of the Army and Navy Chronicre. 
ConsTANTINOPLE, October 2, 1842. 
On Tuesday last, (September 27,] Mr. Joun Reeves, 
of New York, launched a steam-frigate, of three hun- 
dred horse power, which he had constructed in the 
arsenal of this capital. Mer dimensions are as fol- 
lows ; 
Length between perpendiculars, - - 196 feet. 
Breadth between paddles, -  - - 35“ 


Tonnage, - : : . - 1,045 tons. 


She will carry— 

On her lower deck, twelve - é 32 pounders, 
On her upper deck, ten : : oy oe 
And forward and aft,two  - > 84 “ 

This being the first steam frigate ever built in the 
Turkish Empire, and the Sultan taking particular 
interest in her construction, more than usual cere. 
mony was displayed on the occasion of her launch. 
He gave her the name of Esseri Jadid, or the ** New 
Sign” of improvement in naval architecture. The 
«lucky hour” for the launch, chosen by the Royal as- 
trologers, was | P. M.; and at about half past 12 o’clock 
the Sultan arrived at the arsenal, in his splendid 
barge of state, where he was received by all his 
Ministers, the Grand Vizier at their head. His Royal 
tent, or pavilion, was pitched near the steamer, and 
the ground, from the wharf to it, covered with rich 
carpets, lest his imperial feet should be soiled by con- 
tact with his mother earth. 

Uur Minister, Commodore Porrer, was present, 
having been invited by the Sultan, through the Ca- 
pudan Pacha, to witness the launch. One of the 
Government steamers was moored near the steamer 
for his convenience, and one of the officers of the 
admiralty attended on him. 

The launch went off beautifully, and the frigate 
took the water in splendid style. On visiting her 
new element for the first tine, she was saluted by a 
band of music, the guns of the vessels of war lying 
at anchor in the arsenal, and the plaudits of thou- 
sands of admiring spectators. 


The success of this ship has gained quite a reputa- 


en A AA 





Coast Survey.—The usual appropriation for this 
service has been stricken from the appropriation bill. 

Mr. Hassier having been censured on the floor of 
Congress for an error in one of the charts, Commander 
Gedney promptly published the following eard: 


* Wasuincron, Dec. 24, 1842. 


«I feel called upon, in justice to Mr. Haussler, pub- 
licly to pronounce him free from all blame whatever 
in relation to the mistake made in the scale of the 
chart of Newark bay, (and whieh has been made to 
assume such importance,) as not only was the error 
mine, but the churt was sent to the engraver by me, 
after my reporting it to be ready. 

“It is also’due te myself to say that the error in 
question is simply in the seale, and does not affect 
the correctness of the mathematical and topegraphi 
cul part of the work, and that the error in the scale 
was my oversight, caused by hurrying it to the engra- 
ver. So soon as this error was discovered it was con- 
fessed, and, as I thought, explained to the satisfaction 
of Mr. Aycniae, THOS. R. GEDNEY, 

“ Commander U. S.N.” 





The Hon. Rovert Smiru, Secretary of the Navy 
during the administration of President Jefferson, died 
recently in Baltimore, at the advanced age of eighty_ 
four. 





NATIONAL INSTITUTE—wmepicau peparTMenrt. 
CIRCULAR. 


Sir: The National Institute, at its monthly ses- 
sion, on the 9th of January, 1843, instructed the offi- 
cers of its Medical Department to issue a circular in- 
viting the attention of the corresponding and resident 
members, and other gentlemen who fvel an interest 
in the advancement of medieal science, to such facts 
as are connected with disease, health, and longevity, 
soliciting communications upon the subjects. 

The undersigned, therefore, will feel obliged te you 
for any communications relating to these subjects, 
and especially for answers to the following inquiries : 

1. What is the medical topography of your district 
or section of country, and have you any extensive 





sources of malaria ? 

2. What has been the effect of agriculture, the fel- 
| ling and clearing off the forests, the draining and cul. 
| tivation of the soil, upon the climate, upon the health 
| of the inhabitants, and upon the character of disease ? 

3. What manufactories are there in your district, 
and what is their efiect upon the constitution and 
health of the operatives ? 

4, What epidemic and endemic diseases have oe- 


tion here for our countryman; and he will no doubt | curred under your observation, or of which you can 


be well patronized by the Porte. The Sultan has 
ordered him a decoration in diamonds, and is so 


much pleased with his first ship, that he ordered him 


forthwith tocommence another of four hundred-lorse | 


power. 


The novel sight was lately witnessed at Charles. 
ton, S. C., of four vessels of war in the harbor at the 
same time. ‘They were the U. S. schooner Flirt, 
brig Oregon, steamer Poinsett, and British brig Cha- 
ry bdis. 


Goy. Cass, formerly Secretary of War, and for sev- 


eral years past our Minister at Paris, has arrived in 
Washington. 


) get a correct account from others ? 


5. What has been the character of the fevers of 
your district, what the ciuse, what the most success. 


| ful mode of treatment, what the pathological changes 


found upon examination afler death, and how far is 
there proof that they have under any circumstances 
been transmitted by contagion ? 

6. What change has taken place in the type of dis- 
ease within a series of years in your district, and to 
what is such change to be ascribed ? 

7. What is the average duration or probability of 
human life in your population ; has it increased within 
a number of years, and in what proportion, and from 
what causes ? 

8. What is the relative degree of health and lon- 
gevity of the whites and blacks, the increase and 
mortality of each ? 

9. What is the annual number of marriages, births, 





and deaths, to each thousand of vour population, and 
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whut is the proportion of male and female children 
born ? 

10, Have you any cases of great longevity; what 
have been the occupation and habits of such persons, 
and were they natives of your district or emigrants. 
= —— what country and place ? 

. Have you any persons who live exclusively 
ai a milk or vegetable diet, and what is the appa- 
rent effect of such diet upon the duration of life, the 
health, strength, and activity of the body and mind ? 

12. What has been the effect of the temperance 
reformation. upon the strength and health of your 
citizens ? 

13. The history of any interesting cases of disease 
which may have occurred under your observation, 
and especially in which the pathology was ascer- 
tained by post mortem examination, will be regarded 
as valuable; also, meteorological observations, with 
whatever else illustrates the origin, progress, and 
nature of disease. 

14, Pathological specimens of morbif® structure, 
with an accompanying history of the origin, pro- 
gress, and termination of the cases, will be highly ac- 
ceptable. Such specimens will bear the name of the 
donor, and be placed in the National Museum. 

15. As ofe object of the Institute is the formation 
of a Library, the undersigned will be obliged by the 
presentation of a copy of your own medical works or 
those of others, which it may be convenient for you 
to bestow. 

THOMAS SEWALL, M.D., 
Chairman of the Medical Department. 
JOHN M. THOMAS, M. D., Vice Chair’n. 
MARCUS BUCK., M. D., Secretary. 
HARVEY LINDSLY, M. D., j of the Com- 
JAMES WYNNE, M. D., mittee. 
Wasnineton, D. C., January 12, 1843. 


REVENUE CUTTER SERVICE. 
LIST OF OFFICERS, CORRECTED TO JaNuARY 12, 1843. 





Captains. 


Names, Date of commission. Name of vessel. 


1 John A, Webster, Nov. 22, 1519, Taney. 

2 Winslow Foster, Mar. 22, 1821, Duane. 

3 Henry BD. Hunter, Nov. 15, 1824, Wolcott. 
William W. POlk, July 25, 1825, Van Buren. 


Nicholas Bicker, 


3 

i 

5 Aug. 29, 1828, On leave. 
6 Andrew Mather, 

7 

5 


April 4, 1829, Madison. 
June 2, 1832, Crawford, 
Jan. 4, 1833, Sick. 


Robert Day, 
} Ezekiel Jones, 


9 ‘Thos. C. Rudolph, June 2, 1834, Woodbury. 
10 Caleb Currier, Apr. 20, 1838, Waiting ord. 
li Green Walden, Nov. 21, 1838, Morris. 


l2 Henry B. Nones, Dec. 14, 1838, Jefferson. 

13 Josiah Sturgis, Dec. 14, 1838; Hamilton. 
14 Henry Prince, jr, Oct, 24, 1839, Forward. 

15 John Whitcomb, Dec. 9, 1839, Alert, 

16 Gilbert Knapp, Mar. 15, 1841, Erie. 

17 L. C. F. Fatio, May 12, 1341, Jackson, 

ig Michael Conner, Jan. 19, 1842, Waiting ord, 
19 Alex, V. Fraser, Feb. 1, 1842, Ewing. 

20 Wm, A. Howard, Dee. 19, 1842, Waiting ord. 


Lieutenants. 


Jan. 1, 1833, Taney. 
Jan. 4, 1833, Jefferson. 
June 11, 1834, Crawford. 
Feb. 10, 1836, Morris. 

2 400i Reve. boat 
wey Ste ; St. Mary’s. 
April 23, 1538, Woodbury. 
Aug. 6, 1838, Erie. 

Aug. 6, 1838, Jackson. 
Noy. 21, 1838, Forward. 
Dec. 14, 1838, Hamilton. 
July 24, 1839, Van Byren. 


First 


Richard Evans, 
Napoleon L. Coste, 
Win. B. Whitehead, 
Gay Moore, 


Levi C. Harby, 


John J. Nimmo, 
Douglas Ottinger, 
Charles Grover, 
Thomas Sands, 
Thomas Stoddard, 
Francis Martin, 


— 


© 
~ 


we Ge 


ur 


waesn 


— 
=—&S 


. Of, 1839, Madison. 
. 24, 1839, Alert. 
: 17, 1841, Wolcott. 


12 Stephen Cor nell, 
13 Joseph A. Noyes, 
14 John McGowan, 


Roatan : + Reve. bot 
L5 James H. Roach, Feb. 17, 1841, } cites 
16 Henry Drake, Feb, 1, 1842, On leave. 


Reve. bort 
Key West. 


~ 


George Clark, . 17, 1842, ; 


Second Lieutenants. 


1 Stephen Thatcher, Jan. 18, 1831, Sick. 

2 John B. Fulton, Aug. 6, 1838, Taney. 

3 George Berryman, Aug. 6, 1838, Erie. 

4 Arnold Burrough, Dec. 14, 1838, Morris. 

5 Beverly Digges, Dec. 14, 1338, Forward. 
6 Supply C. Foss, April 29, 1839, Madison. 
7 James J. Morrison, July 24, 1839, Crawford. 
8 Blyden Hedge, Oct. 24, 1839, Jefferson. 
9 J.S.S. Chaddock, Oct. 24, 1839, Ewing. 
10 Caleb Prouty, Dec. 9, 1839, Hamilton. 
11 Joseph Amazeen, Dee. 9, 1839, Van Buren, 
12 William Norris, Feb. 17, 1841, Jackson. 
13 John Faunce, June 5, 1841, Wolcott. 
14 Wm B. McLean, Sept. 24, 1842, Woodbury, 
15 Herman H. Greene, Nov. 17, 1842, Alert. 


Third Lieutenants. 


John L, Prouty, Noy. 26, 1838, Hamilton, 
William Pease, March 2, 1839, Jackson. 
3 Chas. W. Bennett, April 10, 1839, Forward. 
June 7, 1839, Ewing 











Win. M, Wilson, 


1 
2 
3 
4 John L. Stull, 
5 
6 
7 
8 


Edward Smoot, July 
July 


John G.Breshwood, Oct. 


24, 1839, Duane. 
24, 1839, Crawford. 
24, 1839, Jefferson. 


3 Nicholas Austin, Oct. 24, 1839, Madison. 
9 John M. Jones, Dec. 16, 1839, Van Buren, 
10 George Hayes, jr., Feb: 17, 1841, Alert. 


James H. Jones, 


Nov. 
Nov. 


Edward Gooding, 
John 'T. Stoneall, 


Feb. 
2 Roiwert K. Hudgins, Feb. 


17, 1841, Wolcott. 
24, 1842, Taney. 
17, 1842, Morris. 
17, 1842, Woodbury. 


AS Jno, A. We bster, jr. Nov. 





17, 1842, Taney. 


NAMES AND STATIONS OF REVENUE CUTTERS. 
Alert, Eastport, Dist. of Passamaquoddy. 
Morris, Portland, Portland: 
Hamilton, Boston, Boston. 
Jackson, Newport, Newport, 
Madison, New London, New London. 
Ewing, New York, New York. 
Wolcott, Wilmington, Delaware. 
Forward, Baltimore, Baltimore. 
‘Taney, Norfolk, Norfolk. 

Van Buren, Charleston, Cliarleston. 
Crawford, Savannah, Savannah, 

J fferson, Key West, Key West. 
Diane, Mobile, Mobile. 
Woodbury, New Orleans, New Orleans. 
Eric, Lake Erie, * 


Presque Isle. 


NOTICES TO MARINERS, 


DerartMentT or Srate, 
Washington, Dec. 13, 1842, 


The following information relative to the establish- 
ment of a light-house at the bar of the entrance of 
the port of Kio Grande, has been officially communi- 
cated to this Department: 

* The light in the light-house will-be lit every night. 
Three regular octagon fixed lamps, with polished 
metal reflectors, compuse the laiap, which presents 
on each side three natural strong lights, the whole 
group having the appearance of a torch from the dis- 
tance somewhat exceeding a mile. 

“The tower at the bar on which the lantern is 
placed, stands in latitude 8. 32 deg. 8 inin., and lon. 
gitude 52 deg. 7 min. W. of Greenwich. The ex- 
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treme height, including the lantern, is 64 English 
feet, and visible (on account of the land ou which it | 
is situated being very low) at the distance of 12 to 14) 
miles in clear weather, that is b. and W. between 12} 
and 14 fathoms water. A bank nearly 10 miles in} 
extent, beginning N. E. of the tower and finishing) 
on the southern coast, runs in a direction nearly | 
SSW. presents the course S., and 3 miles from the 
coast the greatest depth of water, at present, is 3) 
fathoms, wich diminishes conformably to the winds 
and rainy or dry seasons, having, however, at all 
times, 14 palms of water on it; and it is through this 
channel that vessels bound to this port enter. The 
bar or bank is movable, and there already begins to 


appear another channel to the SE., through which | - 


vessels come in drawing from 10 to L1 palms. 

“The navigation is safe along the northern coast 
in 7 fathoms water; requiring, however, attention to 
the winds and weather, whici navigators should bear 
in mind. ‘The depth of water on the southern coast 
is less and the navigation more dangerous. 

“'L’o the south of the tower, in 6 fathoms water, is | 
good anchorage to wait a favurable time to enter. 
‘lhe coast each side,of the tower is uninhabited, there- 
fore the light cannot be mistaken, and is visible, as 
already mentioned, at the distance of 12 to 14 miles, | 
which affords to navigators an excellent mark to avoid 
keeping too far from the bar, when waiting for more 
wuter, or any other cause, near this stormy coast.” 


Department or Strate, 
Washington, Dec. 10, 1842. 


The following description of a light-house erected 
at the entrance of the harbor of Santiago de Cuba, 
has been officially communicated to the Department. 

*« It is a cast-iron tower of the octagyn form, seven- 
teen teet in height, and may be seen iu a clear night 
ut the distance of twenty-one miles performing its 
revolutions, and will be one minute visible, and the 
other invisible. 

“The light is two hundred and forty-four feet 
above the level of the sea, and standing nearly six 
hundred Spanish varas to the eastward of the centre 
of the channel which forms the entrance of the har- 
bor.” 


e 








ofl 2.04 Y*. 
OFFICIAL. 
War Department, Dec. 23, 1842. 


The apparent contradiction between paragraphs 








192 and 193, of the Ariny Regulations renders the} 


following necessary. 

The last clause of paragraph 192 in Art. XXXIX 
of the “Generar ReGucations For THe Army,” of 
the U.S., following after the words ** Company Coin- 
manders,” is hereby reScinded and abrogated. 

JOHN C. SPENCER. 

The foregoing Recutation is published for the go- 
verninent of the army. 


By onver: R. JONES, Adj’t Gen. 


Apsutant GenerAv’s Orrice, Dec, 23, 1842. 


ORDERS. 


Engineer Corps.—Nov. 26, Lt. G. L. Welcker, re- 
lieved from duty as assistant to the Chief Engineer, 
and ordered to repair to Fort Morgan, Mobile 
Point, Alabama, and report for duty to Major C. A. 
Ogden. Lieut. D. P. Woodbury assigned to duty 
as assistant to Chief Engineer. 

Dec. 8.—The Board of Engineers to be composed of 
the following officers, viz: Col. S. Thayer, Major 
J. L. Smith, Captain Henry Brewerton, and Capt. 
J. K. #*. Mansfield; to meet at Boston. Lieut, I. 
Newton attached to the Board as assistant. 


3d Artillery—The name of 2d Lt. 8. L. Fish has 
been changed, by an act of the legislature of Ver- 
mont, to that of Sewall L. Fremont, and he will 
accordingly be hereafter known and recognized by 
that name. 

4th Infantry.—Resignation of Lieut. M.C. M. Ham- 
mond, accepted, Dec. 31, 1842. 

7th Infantry.—Resignation of Lieut. T. B. Arden, 
accepted, Dec. 31, 1842. 

8th Infantry.—Resignation of Lieut, W. B. Hay- 
ward, aceepted, Dec. 31, 1842, 


Ee 
VAY. 
¥ ORDERS. 


Dec. 15—Lieut. J. Alden, ordinary, navy yard, 
Boston. 

Assist. Sur. Wm. Grier, store-ship Erie. 

16—Sailgaker 8S. V. Hawkins, navy yard, Ports- 
mouth. 

17—Mid. Stanwix Gansevoort, store.ship, Erie. 

Mid. ‘hos. Pattison, receiving-ship, Boston. 

19—Lieut. 8S. F. Hazard, ship Vincennes, 

Surgeon 8, Barrington, naval asylumgPhila. 

P. Mid. S. B. Thompson, receiving-ship, New York. 

20—Liecut. M. Lewis, receiving-ship, Boston. 

Lieut. Alberto Gritlith, permission to remain in the 
island of Jamaica, on account of his health. 

Purser George H. White, brig Bainbridge. 

P. Mid. John 8. Neville, receiving-ship, N. Y. 

2i—Lieut. J. K. Bowie, ship Ontario, Pensacola. 

22— Assist. Sur. ‘I’. M. Potter, ship Vandalia. 

Assist. Sur. Silas Holmes, naval hospital, N. Y. 

23—Lieut. Geo. M. White, ordinary, Portsmouth, 
N. H. 

Licut. W. S. Schenck, ship Vincennes. 

Lieut. Win, Radford, rendezvous, New Orleans. 

Lieut. Harry Ingersoll, ship Vandalia. 

24—Lic ut. Wim. F. Lynch, rendezvous, N. Y. 

P. Mid. J. J. Guthrie, receiving-ship, Norfolk. 

27—Mid. 8S. Nicholson, brig ‘lruxtun. 

28— Mid. H. H. Harrison, naval school, Phila. 

29 Mid. R. Selden, brig ‘Truxtun. 

P. Mid. Wm. A. Wayne, receiving-ship, Norfolk, 
as acting master. 

30—Purser L. Warrington, jr., brig Truxtun. 

3i—Lieut. R. Forrest, d -pot of charts. 

Jan. 4—Assist. Sur. C. H. Broughton, brig Boxer. 

Assis. Sur. W. B. Sinclair, receiving-ship, Nortuik. 

5—Purser R. Pettit, brig Porpvise. 

Purser H. Etting, naval asylum, Philadelphia, (in 
addition to his duties as purser of the navy yard.) 

Carpenter W. W. Laighton, navy yard, Phila. 


OFFICERS RELIEVED AND DETACHED. 














Dec. 15—Lieut. John W. Turk, from rendezvous 
New York, leave four months, with permission to 
visit Cuba, 

19—Lieut. R. Handy, from ship Vincennes. 

Mid. J. Laurens, from ship Vandalia, and leave 2 
months. 

20—Licut. C. H. Poor, from ship Vandalia. 

Lieut. B. Shepard, loave three months, having re- 
turned from the Pacific. 

Purser J. C. Holland, order to Bainbridge revoked. 

22—Lieut. O. H. Perry, from depot of charts, and 
leave three months. 

Lieut. John Mooney, from ship Vincennes, and 
leave two months. 

24—Commander G. F. Pearson, from receiving. 
ship, Boston, 

Lieut. R. 8. Trapier, from ship Vandalia, and leave 
one month, é 

29— Master H. Worthington, from receiving-ship, 





Norfolk, and leave three months. 
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31—Lient. R. L. Tilghman, from ship Varidalia, | 
an | leave three months. 
Pur. T. Gadsden, order to brig Truxtun revoked. 


APPOINTMENT REVOKED, 
Dec. 28—Acting Mid. Thomas D. Mahon. 
MARINE CORPS. 


Dec. 1—Capt. B. Macomber joined the razee Inde- 
pendence as commanding marine officer of the home 
squadron, 

1—2d Lieut. J. S. Devlin, detached from razee In. 
dependence, and joined at New York. 

6—Capt. W. Dulany, ordered to close the recruit- 
ing rendezvous at Baltimore on the 31st December, 
and take passage in the store-ship Erie, about to sail 
from Boston, as commanding marine officer in the 
Pacifie squadron. ‘ 

6—Ist Lieut. Addison Garland, joined at marine 
barracks, Philadelphia, fur duty. 

9—2d Lieut. A. 8. Taylor joined the razee Inde. 
pendence as second marine officer of the guard of that 
vessel, ' 

12—2d Lieut. R. Tansill, placed under arrest, by 
order of the Secretary of the Navy, with orders to re- 
port for trial at Philadelphia on the 19th January. 

24—I1st Lieut. G. H. Terrett, ordered to report to 
the commander-in-chief of the Mediterranean squad. 
ron, as assistant quartermaster of marines in that 
squadron. , 

27—2d Licut. M. R. Kintzing, ordered to sloop 
Vincennes, (joined on the 29th.) 

27—2d Lieut. I. T. Doughty, ordered to the re- 

ceiving-ship North Carolina, at New York. 











Vaval Intelligence. 





U. 8S. VESSELS OF WAR REPORTED. 
The Home Squapron, at present, consists of the 
Razee Independence, 54, Capt, S. H. Stringham. 
Frigate Constitution, 44, Captain F. A. Parker. 
Steam-frigate Missouri, Captain J. ‘T. Newton. 
Sloop Falmouth, 18, Commander J. M. McIntosh. 
Sloop Vandalia, 18, Commander W. Ramsay. 
Sloop Vincennes, 18, Commander F. Buchanan. 
Brig Dolphin, 12, Commander J. D, Knight. 
Schooner Grampus, 12, Lieut. G. J. Van Brunt. 
Schooner Boxer, 12, Lieut. O. Bullus. 

All under the command of Commodore C, Stewart. 

The Independence is at New York, ready for sea ; 
but is detained by Commodore Stewart being detailed 
as President of the Court of Inquiry. 

The Constitution lately put into Norfolk from a 
short cruise, having sprung a leak, and will go into 
dry dock. Her officers and crew are to be trans- 
ferred to the frigate Brandywine, now at Norfolk, 
and nearly ready for sea. 

The Missouri, from Vera Cruz, via the mouth of 
the Mississippi, anchored off the Pensacola navy yard 
on the 30th November. She was to remain at Pen- 
sicola some two or three wecks, taking in a supply 
of coal, and doing some little items of repairs, and 
proceed to Norfolk under the orders of the Depart- 
ment, which had arrived before her. 

Ship Falmouth arrived at Pensacola on the 29th 
December, in 13 days from Tampico; has encoun. 
tered a succession of heavy northers, and been absent 
about three months. 

The following is a list of her officers : 

Commander J. Mclutosh; Lieutenants, J. Colhoun, 
J. P. McKinstry, C. Green, D. McDougal, T. A. M. 
Craven; Acting Master, S. J. Shipley; Purser, S 
Ramsey ; Surgeon, L. W. Minor; Prof. Mat., W. 8S. 
Fox; Midshipmen, S. E. Woodworth, J. H. Moore, 
E. Renshaw,-J. G. Whitaker, F. Kellogg, S. P. Grif. 





.| whaling ships in the Indian Ocean. 





Carter, W. IT’. Truxtun; Boatswain, J. Featherson ; 
Gunner, P. W. Richardson; Carpenter, R. L. Shef- 
field; Captain’s Clerk, E. B. Jones; Purser’s Clerk, 
John R. Brooks. 
MEDITERRANEAN SQUADRON, 
This squadron consists of the Columbus, 74, Capt, 
W. A. Spencer. 
Frigate Congress, 44, Captain P. F. Voorhees. 
Slvop Fairfield, 18, Commander A. Bigelow. 
Sloop Preble, 16, Commander W. C. Nicholson. 
Tne Columbus and Congress were at Mahon on 
the 30th October. By the subjoined letter, it will be 
seen that a most barbarous murder was committed in 
the streets of Mahon upon one of the officers of our 
navy. 
U. S. sur CoL_umsus, 
Mahon, Oct. 30, 1842. 


Sir: The melancholy duty devolves upon me of 
announcing to the Department the untimely death of 
Passed Midshipman Joun Samira Parrenson, of the 
United States navy, Acting Master of the frigate 
Congress. 

This officer was assassinated on Friday evening, 
the 23th instant, about J1 o’clock, in the town of 
Mahon, while on his return to the ship. 

This foul and cruel murder has been committed 
without any known provocation, and its very wanton- 
ness has increased the deep distress felt for his loss 
by his numerous and warmly attached friends and 
inessinates, 

Every exertion is being made by the civil authori- 
ties, but no trace has yet been discovered of the per- 
petrators of this horrid deed. 

The deceased received three stabs with a knife in 
the left breast, orie of which pierced his heart, causing 
instant death. His mortal remains were interred this 
morning at the American burial ground, with the 
usual military honors. 

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, 

CHAS. W. MORGAN, Commander-in-chief 
of the U. S. naval forces in the Mediterranean. 
To the Hon. A. P. Ursuur, 
Secretary of the Navy. 


THE BRAZIL SQUADRON consists of the 


Delaware, 74, Captain C. S. McCauley. 

Columbia, 44, Captain E. R. Shubrick. 

Sloop Concord, 18, Comm’r, W. Boerum. 

Sloop John Adams, 18, Comm’r. T. A. Conover. 

Sloop Decatur, 16, Comm’r. D. G. Farragut. 

Schooner Enterprise, 10, Lieut. J. P. Wilson. 

The whole under the command of Com. Morris. 

* Orders were transmitted some time since for an 
exchange of commands between Commodores Mor- 
ris and Morgan; but at the latest dates, the former 
wus still on the coast of Brazil, 

The frigate Columbia arrived at Rio Janeiro on the 
evening of the 23d Oct., having been absent from the 
city of New York ninety-eight days. ‘The crew had 
been for two months on an allowance of sometimes 
two, but oftner three quarts per man of water per 
day; for the last twenty days they had neither pork, 
beans, bread, molasses, or vinegar, and were on half 
allowance of rice ; so that none of the officers or men 
had any thing to eat but salt junk, rice, and cheese. 
All the time out, they had but one severe gale, and 
then all hands were *“ on deck.” 

The John Adams sailed from Table Bay, Cape of 
Good Hope, Oct. 7th, bound on a cruise to Mada- 
gascar, Mozambique, &c., for the protection of our 
The following 
is a list of her crews: » 

Commander, Thomas A, Conover, Esq.; Lieuten- 
ants, Henry Moor, Uliver ‘Tod, Edward M. Yard, 





fin, T. J. Miller, J. M. Kell, G. E. Morgan, R. R. 


Luther Stoddard, Henry C. Flagg; Acting Master, 
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tlenry L. Chipman; Surgeon, Isaac Brinckerhoff; 
Purser, Hugh W. Greene ; Chaplain, Moses B, Chase; 
Ass’t. Surgeon, J. F. Tuckerman; Professor of Ma- 


thematics, Wm. Flye; Passed Midshipman, Stephen |’ 


DD. Lavalette; Midshipmen, A.J. Dallas, J. V. Me- 
Collum, J. L. Tillotson, E. A. Selden, F. Roe, R. 
stuart, J. B. Yates; Captain’s Clerk, C. Francis; 
Boatswain, W. C, Clark ; Gunner, J. ©. Davis; Car- 
penter, E. W. Barnicoat; Sailmaker, Charles Frost. 
Officers and crew all well. 


Tue Paciric Sauapron is composed of the 
Frigate United States, 44, Capt. J. Armstrong. 
sloop Cyane, 18, Comm’r C. K, Stribbling. 
Sloop Yorktown, 16, Comm’r J. 8. Nicholas, 
Sloop Dale, 16, Comm’r T. A. Dornin, 
Schooner Shark, 10, Lieut. H. Eagle. 

Store ship Relief, Lieut. I. S. Sterctt. 

The Dale arrived at Panama Bay on the 2Ist of | 
September, from Callao, (the port of Lima,) in Pern. 
Lieutenants William Green, Burritt Shepard, and 
Alberto Griffith were passengers in the Dale, on their 
way to the United States—the former as bearer of 
despatches, and two latter on account of ill health, 

Lieut. Griffith is detained by ill health, at Kingston, 
Jamaica, where he will pass the winter. 





‘Tue East Ixvia Savapron consists of the frigate 
Constellation, 36, Commodore L. Kearney, and sloop 
suston, 13, Comin’r J. C. Long. 


VESSELS ON SPECIAL sexvice.—Ship Marion, Com- 
mander Armstrong, at St. Picrre’s, Martinique, Nov.. 
30, all well. 

Brig Somers, Comm’r Mackenzie, arrived at New 
York, Dec. 14, from the coast of Africa, via St. 
‘Thomas. 

Schooner Grampus, Lt. Cormmandant Van Brunt, 
from a cruise in the West Indies, and 8 days from 
Stirrup Key, (Bahamas.) has arrived in [Lampton 
Roads. Officers and crew all well. 


PASSENGERS, 

New York, Dee, 20, per ship Cincinnati, from 
Canton, Professor A. G. Pendleton, of the navy, re- 
turned from the U.S. frigate Constellation. 

CHARLESTON, Doe, 27, per steam packet Gladiator, 
frou Wilmington, Captains J. Munroe, P. H. Galt, 
aid J.B. Seott; Lieuts. S.C. Ridgely, E. Deas, and 
‘'h. Williams; all of the 4th artillery, U.S.A, 

Ii. c. 25, per steam packet W. Seabrook, trom Sa- 
vaunah, Major J. Erving, Lieut. S. Van Vliet, of the 
army; and Couumo, J. Renshaw, of the navy. 





Dec. ARRIVALS AT WASHINGTON. 
3—-Lt. T. McCrate, Ist dragoons, 
4 —Capt. J. WH. Lamotte, Ist infantry, Fuller's. 
o— Tt, D. P. Woodbury, Eng- Corps, Hope Club, 
6—Capt. W. C. De Hart, 2d arv’y, Mrs. Brereton’s. 
8—Capt. W. G. Freeman, A. A. G., Mrs. Bihler’s. 
Col. H. Stanton, A. Q. M. G,, J. Mason’s. 
10-—Seurgeon General T. Lawson. 


Gradsby’s. 


LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Wasnineron, Jan. 1, 1843. 


Army.—General W. K. Armistead, Captain J. C. 
Casey, Capt. C. O. Collins, 2, Captain R. E. Lee, 
Major J. W. Ripley, Col. D. E. ‘Twiggs, Lt. C. F. 
Wooster. 

Navy.—Capt. W. C.. Bolton, Lieut. W. Chandler. 
Mid. R. H. Getty, Lieut. W. L. Herndon, Mid. D, 
R. Lambert, Lieut. W. T. Muse, Purser R. S. Moore, 
Licut. W. D. Porter, Purser F. Stevens, Lieut. A. 
Naylor, Captain J, Tatnall, Capt. T. W. Wyman. 


a 


Marriages. 


In Georgetown, D.C., Lieut. JOSHUA HUMPIL- 
REYS, of the U. S. navy, to. Miss MARGARET 
CHANDLER, of that place. 

In Georgetown, D. C.,on the 8th December, Capt. 
BEVERLEY KENNON, of the U. S. navy, and 
commandant of the Washington navy yard, to Miss 


BRITANNIA WELLINGTON, daughter of the late 











Tuomas Perer, Esq., of Tudor Place. 


In Washington, on the 13th Dec., by the Rev. S. 
G. Buteincn, MAXWELL WOODHULL, of the U. 


|S. navy, to Miss ELLEN FRANCES, daughter of 


Moses Poor, Esq., of the Medical Bureau, Navy De- 
partment, 

In New York, on the 26th Dec., Lieut. JON W. 
TURK, of the U.S, navy, to MARY AUGUSTA, 
youngest daughter of Col. J. W. Livineston. 

In Cambridge. Mass., on the 22d December, Lieut. 
CHARLES HENRY DAVIS, of the U.S. navy, to 
HARRIET B., daughter of the late Hon, E.j U. 
Miuts, of Northampton. 








Beaths. 
In Philadelphia, on the 7th Dec., Lieut. JOHN 





WENTWORTH COX, of the U. S. navy, aged 33. 


In Philadelphia, on the 16th December, Caruarine, 
and on the 26th, of scarlet fever, ALEXANDRINE, aged 
1 year and I1 months, daughters of Col. Henry Sran- 
ron, of the U.S. army. 

In Philadelphia, on the 19t)1 Dec., RICHARD 
THOMAS, Carpenter U.S. navy, aged 60. 

In Philadelphia, on the 24th Dee., Morris, aged 1 
year, only child of Lieut. Morris 8S. Mitver, of the 
U.S. army. 

In Georgetown. D.C., on the Mth Dec., ROBERT 
GETTY, Esq., of the Fourth Auditor’s office, a gen- 
tloman well and favorably known to many of the offi- 
cers of our navy. 

In New York, the 28th Dec., the Rev. TOOMP.-. 
SON S. HARRIS, Chaplain US. navy, attached to 
the North Carolina, aged 74, 

In Charlestown, Mass., on the 23d December, M1 
SUSAN EDGAR, aged 24, wife of Mr. Henny Ep- 
Gar, late Boatswain U. S. navy. 





QUARTERLY ARMY AND NAVY REGISTERS, will be 


13—Capt. ©. O. Collins, A. Q. M. Galabrun’s, | issued m February, May, August and November, of cach year; and 
17—Lieut. I. McDowell, Ist artill e > Fuller's wiil contain, besides the usual matter in the official Register, the 
on ¥ cs P Tipp cry, °F S+ stations of each officer, the head quarters of each regiment, the 
20 —Capt. D. S. Miles, A. QQ. M., do. | garrisons of every post and arsenal, the names ef military store- 

Cupt. A. Canticld, ‘Top. Ener’s do. | keepers,chaplains and sutlers, a list of cadets at the military acade- 
25 Assistant S D.C — | MAY, and such other information as may appear useful or desirable, 
<0) Assistant Surgeon D.C, De Lon, do. . | [One reason for issumg the Army Register on the above named 
27—Col. J. B. Crane, 4th artillery, Cmmo., Crane’s, | months, is, that the August number will contain the list of oad 


Major J. D. Graham, Top. Eng’rs, F st. cor. 20, 
Mrs. Meade’s. 


26—Major H. Bache, Top. Eng’rs, 


290—Major S, Cooper, A. A. G., Fuller’s 
Jan. 
3—Lt. M. Knowlton, Ist artillery, do. 


Major 'T. ‘'T. Fauntleroy, 2d drag’s, Alexandria. 


General A. Eustis,Colonel Ist artillery, Fuller's. | 
It. C. F. Wooster, 4th artillery, do 
Li. G, G, Meade, Top. Engr’s, 


Mrs. Ellis’s. 





ates of the year, and their assignment to corps or regiments. 
| ‘The Navy Register, to be issued im January, April, July and Oc- 
| tober, will contain the matter usually found in the official Register, 
| with the addition of the names of officers at the several yards and 
| stations, ineluding the civil establishments, and on board our ves- 

sels of war. 

The price will be to subseribers for the series, one dollar a year 

| fur cach; single copies 37 1-2 cents, + Bb. HOMANS, 
| Jan, 12—f 





‘I> PRINTING of every description promptly 
; and neatly executed at this office. 
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